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ADVERTISEMENT. 


[| N Yalz College it is cuſtomary for the Preſents "hr 
the Profeſſor of Divinity, to addreſs 8 diſcourſe to the 
Candidates for the Baccalaureate, on the Sabbath,” Sfte-. 
ceding the public Commencement. The following Dif 

courſes were delivered, on this occafion, to the claſs whi; 
was graduated the laſt yeer, and are now publi ; 
thetr requeſt. They were originally long, perhaps] F 
er than the reader would have wiſhed, 1 have, her 
ver, eqn/e derably enlarged them. ad of ep I xs, 


+ Poet ppers me the bo, hich prjell 
felf at the time. If this apology ſhould in the judgments 
of the Reader be inſufficient, I Jn cheer fully bois 


cenſure. 


Yatr-Cortecs, March 4th, 1998, 
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BrwARE, LEST ANY MAN SPOIL YOU THROUGYE 

' FHILOSOPHY AND VAIN 'DECEIT, AFTER 

THE TRADITION OF MEN, AFTER THE 
RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD, 'AND 


NOT AFTER CHRIST, | 
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H K N the Goſpel was publiſhed by the Apoſs! 
tles, it was, according to the prophetic deelas;: 
ration of its Author, vigorouſly oppoſed by the world; 
This oppoſition, originated from various ſources. 
but, 1 * agar Sn derived, wore one; uniform ob? 
rafter of induſtry; art, and bitterneſs. The bigotry: 
of the Jews, and the ſword of the Gentiles, the learns: | 
ing of the wiſe, the perſuaſion of the eloquent, a: | 
the force of the powerful, were alike exerted ts. 
cruſh the rifing enemy. «4 WH, 


* 4 2&1 394 
F 


AmonGc/ the kinds of oppoſition, which they were: 
called to encounter, not the leaſt laborious, malig... 
nant, or dangerous, was the Philoſophy of the age, -. 
A large number of their firſt converts lived in coun: : 
tries, where the language of the. Greeks was ſpoken; 
and their Philoſophy, received. The things, which: 
this Philoſophy profelicd to teach, were ſubſtantially - ; 
the ſame with thoſegyhich were taught/by the Apoſte Fr 
tes 5; 


bs 


4 


8 


tles; viz. the Charafter and Will of God, and the 
Duty. and.Supreme Intereſt of Men. , Hence 1t oa- 
Ar orame an objet of veneration, aſſumed the 
ſtation of a rival to the Goſpel, and exhibited an im- 
poling aſpeRt, eſpecially to young and unſettled con- 


Tax dodrines, and the ſpirit, of the Philoſophers 
were, however, generally dire& counterparts to 
thoſe. of the Apoſtles. Some truths, and truths of 
high importance, they undoubtedly taught; but 
they blended them with'groſs and mimberlelſs errors. 
Some moral and commendable prattices they, at 
times, inculcated ; but fo interwoven with immoral- 
ities, . that the parts.of the web could never be ſepa- 
Tated by the common. hand. Covetous, ſelf-ſuffici- 
ent, and ſenſual, they looked down with ſupreme 
contempt on the poor, ſelf-denying, and humble fol- 
lowers of Chriſt, and on their artleſs, dire, undiſ. 
guiſed, and prattical preaching. NotwithRanding 
this contempt, it, however, prevailed agaihſt all their 
ſpecious logic, / pompous eloquence, 'and arrogant 
pretenfions, Their Philoſophy, enveloped in fable 
and figures, perplexed with ſophiſtry, and wandering 
with perpetual excurfion round about moral ſubjetts, 
ſatisfied,”in no-permanent degree the underſtanding, 
and affefted in no uſeful degree the heart : while the 
Goſpel ſimple, plain, and powerful, gained the full 
aſſent of common 'fenſe,, and reduced all the affec- 
tdns under its controul, Of. courſe, the contempt of 
Philoſophers was changed into hatred, rivalry, and 
perſecution ; and their ridicule of Chriſtianity was 
ſucceeded by the ſerious efforts of violence and ma- 
lignity. | 


St. PAuL, who appears thoroughly to have com- 
prehended the nature, and often to have experienc- 
ed the effefts, of the exiſting Philoſophy, has with 

IP. a great 


wy FP" As 9 og > "w e wu * 
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Py 

great force expoſed its dangerous tendency. 1n the 
beginning of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, ke 
has given an ample account of its inefficiency akt 
emptineſs, and a full refuiation of its infolent pr 
tenkens to be a rule of lite and falyation. Thea Ar: 
guments of its weakneſs and miſchievous tenden 
furniſhed, in various paſſages of Seripture by 
and 'his companions, remain ſtill unrefuted ; nbd aL 
they were at firſt, ſo they are at this day, effectga; 
means of preſerving no ſmall part of mankind [rom 
the deſtruQtion, of which it is the natural and certair? 
parent. file 


$4:363; 


Foes 
Ki; _ 


Ix the text, this Philoſophy is charaQterized in.4 
moſt proper and forcible manner. It is termed Phi, 
loſophy and vain deceit; a Hebraiſm, of the ſane: 
Import with vain and deceitful Philoſophy ; deceit 
ful in its nature, dofQrines, and Pong and vatn 
In its efficacy to accompliſh the ends, which it pre- f 
poſes. | It is aſſerted to be after the tradition of metry. 
and a ter the rudiments of the world ; but not after” 
Chriſt ; in whom, the Apoſtle rele (2 dwelt all the: 
fulneſs of the Godhead bodily : 1.e. Itis ſucha ſcheni=: 
of morals and religion, as is ſuited to the charaQte*: 
of the Inventors ; Men, weak and wicked, deceive 
and deceitful ; unable to deviſe, to comprehend, | 
to teach, the charaQer of God, or the duty of wil. 
kind. It is ſuch'a {cheme of morals and religion, oy 
accords with the principles and prattices of the dit-, 
ciples, to whom it is taught; formed/not with a det" 
fign to amend the heart; and reform the life; but. 
with a view to gain acceptance by flattering luſt, any: 
by juſtifying, ſoothing, and quieting guilt. The 6s: 
dition of men, and the rudiments of [the world, ard; 
phraſes, which may be variouſly interpreted, but: l 


they admit, I apprehend of no interpretation, w hic f, 
will not {upgons the paraphraſe here " Oi pitt: 
B | I + 

| [Ek 
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To this Philoſophy, and the teachers of 1, the 
Apoſtle direQs his followers to beware left they Mould 
become @ prey. The Greek word here uſed, denotes 
gathering and carrying finally off the ſpoils of a van- 
quiſhed enemy ; and therefore ſtrongly expreſles the 
complete ruin, to which St. Paul. conſidered his 
converts as expoled. 


Tax Philoſophy, which has oppoſed Chriſtianity in 
every ſucceeding age, has uniformly worne the ſame 
charaQter with that, deſcribed in the text. It has reſt- 
ed on the ſame foundations, proceeded from the ſame 
diſpoſition, aimed at the fame ends, and purſued them 
by the fame means. Equally remote has it been 
from truth, equally unſupported by evidence, an 


equally fraught with danger and run, 


'SaTLsFiED ofthe juſtice of theſe aſſertions, I feel 
it, Young Gentlemen, to be my duty, on this occa- 
ion, to exhort you | 


To beware, left you become a prey to the Philoſophy 
which oppoſes the Goſpel, OED 


- To impreſs on your minds the propriety, and the 
importance, of this exhortation, I ſhall endeavour, 
' In the 0 


Firſt place, To prove to you, that this Philoſo- 
phy is vain and deceitful ; | 


Secondly, To ſhew you, that you are in danger 


of becoming a prey.toit; and' 


Thirdly, To diſſuade you by ſeveral arguments 
from thus yielding yourſelves a'prey. 


Firſt. 1 ſhall endeavour to prove to you, that 
this Philoſophy is vain and deceitful. 


Yor 


”* 
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FP 
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You. wall obſerve, that it is a. pal Landes kind, 4 
| Philoſophy, againlt which all my arguments are 
| refed. Philolophy at .large, or the Uſe and thi 
Attainments of our Reaſon, 1 in the candid and cares 
ful examination of every queſtion, within the Nw 
7 of our underſtanding, ſo far as it ſprings from a rea#! 

deſire of inyeſtigating truth, and proceeds on ſatisfa&-.: 
tory .cvidencez 4s-not only. undeſerving of cenſuxe, : 
but deſcrving of the higheſt praile. | 1t is the inter=:- 
5 elt, and the dui of all men, fo far as|their condition; « 
will allow; __ as you well know, thy by me, i. 
the ofkice of an Inſtructor, been earneſtly and uN=; ; 
} conditionally urged. 0n you, as peculiarly . your it 
tereſt and duty. That Philoſophy only, which is” 
oppvlcd to Chriſtianity, 13 the ſubjett ofthe follow--* 
ivg obſervations. There 1s deed ach other Phy. - 
1" lolophy, which buſes itſelf with government, med : 
W cine, and, yarious. other ſubjefts, which is equally . 
Mi vain and. deceitfal ; but with this 1 tpve; at preſent, 
NO CONCern. 


| 


2=2 _ Lp % 


[FT x4z greatglgett, profeſſed!y aimed at by the PRE. 

|. toſophy.; in.queſtion, and. on the attainment of which, 
i all its valte depends, is to determine; what is the Das : ; 
iq ty, and the ſupreme Intereſt, of man. {This it is plains. 


i walt depend entirely. on the Will of God... To dts: 
14 whatever. God chooſes muſt be man's ſupreme inter; 
I! eſt, and duty, alike. | It is, his duty, both becauls'; 
l God wills it, and becauſe it is right. | As his. whalt'- 


i74 well-being depends on God only, his ſupreme int 4 ? 
FF et muſt confilt enyrely in plealing God, He cafi.” 
14 xecelve no good, when, God will not give it, ang: 
Þ God. will not givey.unleſs he be pleaſed. In order; 
l therefore, to. $0 diſcovery. of man's ſupreme interei 

f 


and duty, i it 1s abſolutely neceſſary to diſcover, fir t..* 
what 1s the preceptive will of God, 0 ar what God rec: 


quires man to do... le 


# \ Vet | 
* 


| | 


12 


_— 


Tx1s, Philoſophy can never accompliſh ; and 
hence 1 aſſert it to be vain and deceitful in its Na- 
ture; vain with reſpeR to the end, at which it aims, 
and deceitful with reſpeR to the means, which it em- 
ploys, and the conclufions, which it labours to eſtab. 


liſh. 


Tnzxzz are three methods, in which, it has been 


ſuppoſed, mankind may obtain the knowledge of 


the Preceptive Will of God, and, of courſe, of their 
own intereſt and duty. 


I. By Immediate Revelation ; 


II. By Arguing analogically from his Providen- 
tial diſpenſations ; 


III. By arguing from a ſuppoſed Charater of 
God, cither derived from his works, or determined a 


preort. 


T: x firſt of theſe methods lies out of the preſent 
queſtion. The two remaining ones I propoſe now 
to examine ; and affert 


I. Txar Analogical Argumentation from the 
Providence of God tan neverteach us his Preceptive 
Will, except in a manner greatly imperfe& and un- 
ſatisfactory. 


Is Philoſophy, thus direQted, we always argue 
from what God has done to what he will do :1. e. from 
the paſt and preſent ſtate of his Providence we un- 
dertake to determine what his defigns are, and how 
they will' terminate ; and hence derive our conclu- 
ions concerning” the Will of God, or that Law, by 
which our condu@ ought to be regulated. This me- 
thod of Philoſophizing is attended with inſuperable 
&fficultics, 
In 
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In the 1ſt, place, we know but a rely ſmal} 
ber of the beings and events, which have exift 
but, te form juſt views of the real ſcope of Pr 
dence, we ought to| know every being and every 
event. To underſtand the true charafter of a com»: 
plicated machine, we muſt underſtand the ante; 
and the operations, of every part. 'He who knows. ; 
but one in a thouſand of ſuch parts,;| and has ſeen” * 
the operations of that one part ne would be. ; \ 
thought wholly deſtitute of common ſenſe, were he: - 
to boaſt of a thorough knowledge of the/whole. The-: 
great machine of Previdence is infinitely more com-- 
plex, the proportion of the parts unknown to"thoſe?: 
which are known is infinitely greater, and the'ap-: 
proximation to the knowledge of the whole infinite-!. 
ly lefs, than in the machine ſuppoſed. What then':. 
muſt be the charafter of him, who boaſts of a tho-. 2 
rough KNOWIEUES of Providence? "is 

| 5 

2. W:r know not thoroughly the x via, of thoſe; 
beings and events; with which we are beſt acquaint-/- 
ed. The nature of every being, and of every event,” F 
fo far as the preſent queſtion is concerned, depend$- 
chiefly, or perhaps with more propriety n_ on; 
its conneRions with others? What”are the uſes of] 
this being, or this event? What are the purpoſes; - 
which it is deſigned to accompliſh? are the queſ-.,” 
tions, which are ever intended to be folved, 'in our: 
enquiries of this nature. But theſe queſtions Phi-/:; 
loſophy ean never fatisfaQorily ſolve. The immedi-s* 
ate uſes and purpoſes are, indeed, frequently obvis - 
ous; but thoſe, which he at a very litule diſtances; 
are, for the moſt part, unknown. Bread, we knows;:. 
will nouriſh man; and ſafely determine, that bread: 
was formed for this.end;; But why man exiſts/at all, ye | 
why he thus exiſts, and why he is thus'to be nouriſhz 
ed, we know not; © That, which we know, availsnoty:* 
therefore, to the purpoſe in view. ; V2 
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A411 intermediate and ſubordinate,ends in Crea- 
tion \and Providence are capable ,of being under- 
Road only by the knowledge of the ultimate end :1.e, 
the-purpoſe,. in which all .carthly , things terminate, 
To-this end all-things direttly tend ; with 1t all are 
indifſolubly. connetted; and for, it all are deligned, 
and. brought ipto being, , But this eng 1s wholly uns 
known«-! Tf-it exiſt ow this fide of the, grave, it has 
never been conzeUured, If it exiits beyond the 
grave it can-only. be.conjettured; for we can only 
conjeture whether man-will exiſt beyond the grave, 
The ultimate end of all.earthly, things being, there- 
fore; wholly. unknown, the' true nature of. all prece- 
ding-ſabordinate ends isallo unknown, and of courſe 
the.real:ſcope of Providence. | 


.oIx ſuch a ſtate of things Analogies. mult plainly. 
be of little uſe. The arguments, which they actual. 
ly furniſh, are all dire& corroboratives of the Scrip- 
niral:ſyſtem of Theology, and; Morality,., Without 
the Scriptures, they are. ailabyrinth; without a clue. 
" No higher proof. necd-be-given of his, than the dif- 
eordant; and contradictory explanations, of . them, 
adopted; by. Philofaphers;,no two of whom, cither 
ancient, or modern, {agree.in their. conftruttions. of 
Providence. - + wid wn 

«391157 £114 548 'r > O75 banntly; | 
+» How , ridiculous; an, employment ,would it be 
thoughtana Clown, ſhauld he undertake to interpret, 
the-defigns' of a-Statciman, in the management of. z 
great:empare z.to determine-from. what he. bad done 
what he'would hereafter, do j and.to decide .on. his 
own duty, and that of his / fellow ſubjeRts, from. a 
conſttuttion of the analogies,,, which- he ſuppoſed 
himſelf to obſerve inthe conduR of the Ruler ? Yet 
the: Clown is. infinitely nearer. ,to the, Stateſman, in 
underſtanding, than the Philoſopher to the Supreme 
Ruler; and infinitely more able to. comprehend the 
analogies, viſible in the government of an empire, 
NY than 
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than the Philoſopher thoſe, which Fppeas in th 
government of the Univerſe. 
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, Tax CharaQer of God cannot be perſel, 
Lewin from Creation and Providence. * 


Oy the truth of this aſſertion 1 wal entirely C 
vinced ; yet 1 —_ decline attempting'a diſeu 


low me to enter into ſo wide a held 3 and EY 1h 
you have, not long fince, heard my opinions ant 5 
arguments at large, in diſcourſes profefſedly _—_ 
on"this ſubjeA. Sach a diſcuſhon, it bught- farth&#- 
to be obfervedy is wholly utineceflary for the preſet 
purpole ; as Philoſophers have totally diſagreed ke” 
cerning that CharaRter of God, which is ſuppoſed TY 
be viſible in his works; and as the prevailing Phile..” 
fn wholly demies the exiſtence of _ a Being [28 


Wo 


are either his one of | his Cite, I Thane?) "jo 
myfelf; that'it has'been proved, that his deſigns CAR? 
never be learned from his works. If his charater b&: 
allo undifcoverable from this ſource, the concluſioi; 
is certain, that his Law muſt alſo be undiſcoverable. 
If his CharaQter can be learned imperfealy only, his; 
Law muſt, 'at the utmoſt, be knowh in a degree - 
equally imperſeR. If his \charaQter be uncertait; © 
his law muſt be at leaſt equally uncertain : and that? 
his charafter is uncertain, ſo far as his works diſclol;s> | 
It, and Philoſophy has diſcovered it, cannot be des; 
med by any one, acquainted at'all' with the diſcos. 
dant opinions of Philoſophers. Of courſe, the cont» 
clufion muſt be admitted, that to Philoſophy | 
Law of God, and the Duty, and ſupreme Intered};” 
of man, muſt, fo far as this method of inveſtigation, 
1s rehed' on, be undiſcoverable. Thus Man, as 'x.. 
ſubjeft of the divine government, canjnot, by Phi. - 


lofophy.” 


i6 


— 


loſophy, ever thoroughly know, from this ſource of 
proof, what is that conduRt, which he is bound to ob- 
ſerve, in order to pleaſe God, and obtain his favour, 


Tux view of this ſubjeR, here given, does, howe- 
ver, by no means exhibit the greateſt diſticuity, un- 
der which Philoſophy labours. Man 1s not only a 
ſubje& of the divine government, and. therefore, in 
the higheſt degree concerned to know the divine 
Law, that he may obey it; but he is ailo a rebel 
ſubjeQ, and, therefore, in the higheſt degree con- 
cerned to diſcover the means of reſtoration to the 
favour of God. Man has violated ſuch precepts of 
the divine Law, as, either by Revelation, or , Com- 
mon ſenſe, are diſcovered and acknowledged : ſuch 
precepts, for inſtance, as require bim to be thankful 
to his Makec, and fincere, juſt, and kind, to his fel- 
low men. Theſe things may be conſidered, here, 
as certainly known to be parts of the Law of God; 
becauſe thoſe Philoſophers, who acknowledge a God, 
generally agree, that theſe are plainly duties of man. 
But all men have violated the precepts, which re- 
quire theſe things. The firſt intereſt of all men is, 
therefore, to obtain a knowlege of the means, if there 
be any, of reconciliation to God, and reinſtatement 
in the charatter and privileges of faithful ſubjeQs, 
To be thus reconciled, and reinſtated, men muſt be 
pardoned; and pardon is an a@ of mere Mercy. 
But of the Mercy of God there are no proofs in his 
providence. Could we then diſcover the Law of 
God, by examining his works, the knowledge of it 
would avail nothing to our future well being. That 
we are finners cannot be diſputed; arid, ſo far- as 
Philoſophy can diſcover, finners muſt be condemned, 
and puniſhed, rs 


II. Arguments, drawn from a ſuppoſed charafter 
of God whether derived from his works, or deter- 
mined 42 priori, labour under difficulties equally 


—. great. 1. It 
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1. It is: impoſſible to. determine the charaer ws * 
God by arguments a priori, | | (FF f 
ys 
Taz celebrated DoQor Clarke hag indeed ats; [> 
tempted thus to prove the divine charatter; and: 
his attempt is a ſpecimen of very reſpettable talents,” 
and of the moſt laudable deſigns. Yer I cannot but - 
think it has failed, --The very words, uece//ary ind'®! 
neceſſity, which are ſo important to his ſcheme, are, ; 
not, 1 apprehend, uſed by him with any clear, pre*: £4 
cile meaning. Perhaps I ought rather to ſay, that F; 4 
cannot perceive any fuch meaning, in his mannerof? 
uſing them. From his illuſtrations I ſhquld believe, 7 
that he means nothing more by neceſlaty exiſtence;*; 
than exiſtence merely. He does not appear to me - 
to have proved even the Unity of. Godz: and unleſs:- 
this can be evinced, I am doubtful whether it wilt; 
be pbſlible/ to-prove the perfett charaQter|of the God: 
head. As his is the only reſpettable effort of this... 
kind, which I have ſeen, it is unneceſſary for me of 
take notice of any other.. | 
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2. Syovie the charater of God be Ceo $e 
completely aſcertained from what, he has done or?* q 
fully. determined 'a priori; ſtill inſyrmountable-;; 
dificulties would attend-every attempt tþ gain, from,” - 
this fource, the objett aimed at by Phalgtapiy' 
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Taz only charafter of God which can be here re 
mitted is that of Infinite Perfeftion. The defgns 
of a Being infinitely perfett, mult be formed t0/ex-. : 
xend through eternity and immenſity ;  ahd muſt em-: - 
brace all beings andall events, together with all their 
relations and operations, That therefare, whichs: gy 
by itſelf, would be a wholly i improper part of Crea-: «7 
tion, or [Providewne, might, from its relation'to the! :: Sy 
whole great work, be entirely proper. - In the beta” Ml 
of him, who perfeRtly knows all things, that may be -- 
deautiful, excellent, and neceſſary, as a part of the ; 
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ſyſtem, which ts every one,” who knows a part, and 
a very ſmall part only, ofthe whole number of 
things, would appear deformed and uſeleſs. How 
many meaſures in Government, how many even in 

the private affairs of an individual, appear to us to 
be neceſſary and uſeful, when we are thoroughly 1n- 
formed of their neceſſity and uſe; which, when we 
are uninformed, appear to be unneceſſary and inju- 

"pious ?' How much more muſt this fat exiſt inthe 

ſyſtem of the' univerſe ? He, who-ſecs all things per- 
oo y, muſt decide concerning all, according to'their 
whole ' influence - and tendency; we, according! to 
their inſulated charaQter, or their immediate conſe- «| 
quences. _ 


THzsx oliferdaiipudats abundantly heagcrecd by 
the real ſtate of Creation and Providence. © The'ex- 
iſtence'of Moral and Natural'evil ; the death of halt 
mankind under the'age- of five years; the uſelefſ- 
neſs, to the'human eye, of moſt animals and've 
bles ; the redundance of water'on the globe; and 
the frozen, burnt, or otherwiſe barren, ſtate of the 
land ;"are all things wholly proper in the' Creation 
and Providence of God, becauſe they exiſt; and his 
Agency in their exiſtence; in whatever degree EX- 
erted, is wholy worthy of his charaQter, Yet, fo far 
as we are able to judge, few things could. be more 


improper parts of a work, formed by Infinite Per- 
feftion. | 


x1 ue in its Natijne mult this Philoſophy be vain 
and deceitful. I ſhall now attempt to ſhew, thats 
in fat,” it has, from the beginning, been of this un- 
happy charater. This will appear in the | 
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3 CI. Pact in: the :diſcordance or contradiftorinel 
ofit doQrines, | 
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4nebabink to: Themiſtius,. there were more thays.;: 
three-hundred ſetts of the weſtern Philo '$: 
fering greatly, on ſubjetts of high importance. AG. 
cording to Varro, there were two hundred and eight; 
ty eight/ different opinions, entertained - by the 
concerning the ſurmum bonum, or chief good ;andg;2! 
three hundred opinions -concerning/ God; or, Ca "3 
Varro himſcl{ declares, three hundred Jupiters, OF-: 
ſupreme deines. Critias, Theodotus, Niagoras, the: ; 


Py rrhoniſts, New ay and Epicureang werE 


generally either Sceptics, or Atheiſts. | 4 
| (9 

Ariftoul. denied the Creation of the Univerſe, and: bs 
the Providence of God, 1o far as this world is Cons? Lt 
cerned. & 


| WE. 
The Stoics, and various others, cavght, that God: ; 


- 


was hre, ty 
Parmenides held, .that God was partly hire, and, 
partly water. i, 
Xenophanes,. that; Matter, generally conbderedj;: 


was God, 3: 
Others helg, that God was the Animal mundi, the; 
Soul of the world 7% 


$-01 


Socrates and Plato taught the exiſtence of one:; F 
God, and taught, and practiſed, the woylkup of the:, £ 


numerous Gods of their country. 5% 
Cicero and Plutarch held, that there were two rk 
preme Gods, one good, the other evil. 7-74 WR 


Tarsx inſtavcid are ſufficient to ſhew how the;* 
greateſt and moſt accurate Philoſophers of Antiquiiz! 
ty thought concerning this moſt important ſubjetÞ;;;; 

and to prove, that not the leaſt reliance gan be fafe-'” ; 


Fi placed in our religious concerns, on the conclu-;:; 
hons of Philoſophy. | 


od, 


Tn1s variety and diſcordance of dotrines, among. 
Philoſophers, exceedingly perplexed and diſtrefſed,'?: 
in_ many Inſtances, the -Philoſophers themſelves 3; 8 
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while it wholly deſtroyed their authority, as inflrue- 
tors, among the people at Jarge. 


Plato, in his Epinomis, ſays, under a ſtrong con- 
viction, as it would ſeem, of the imperfeCtion of his 
- own Philoſophy, © Let no man preſume to teach, 


if God dp not lead the way.” 


Cictxo, de nat. deor. makes Cotta find fault with 
thoſe, who labour to'prove the exiſtence of the Gods, 
by arguments; declaring, that they thus make the 
dofrine doubtful; whereas the traditions of their 
anceſtors had rendered it certain. 


PiuTarci declares, that no argument, reſpe@- 
ing religious belief, is more to be depended on, than 
the tradition of anceſtors. 


PraTo declares, that there are, by nature, nb ſuch 
things, as juſt things ; ſince men always differ about 
them, and contrive, continually, yew ſtandards of 
Tight and wrong ; and that, therefore, there can be 
no law, unlefs God ſhould give it to us. 


PoxemyRY confeſſes his conviction, that ſome 
univerſal method of delivering men's ſouls was need- 
ed, which no {ett of Philoſophers had yet found out. 


Monpzrx Philoſophers, notwithſtanding they have 
enjoyed the light of Revelation, and have derived 
from the Scriptures all their defenſible moral tenets, 
are yet, when they leave the doGtrines of Revelation, 
very little better united. 


Lozp Hzrzzxr of Cherbury, the. firft conſi- 
derable Engliſh, Deiftical Philoſopher, and clearly 
one of the greateſt and beſt, declares the following 
things : viz. 

\ That Chriſtianity is the beſt religion : 

That his own Univerſal Religion of Nature agrees 
wholly with Chriftianity, and contributes to its efta. 
 bliſhment : That 
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That al Revealed Religion (viz. Chriſtianit 
abſolutely uncertain, and of little or ng uſe : 6 
That Men are not haſtily, or on ſmall grounds, t thy, | 
be condemned, who are led to fin by bodily conſtig, 


tution :/ || = 
That the indulgence of luſt, and of anger, is nes - 1 
more to be blamed, than the thirſt, occaſioned by” 
the Dropſy ; or the ſleepineſs, produced by the Le: 
thargy. | | 
That it is our duty to worſhip God by prayer an} 
praiſe, by repentance and holineſs, by reformatioy* 
of heart and of life'; and that this is indiſpenſabl; 
neceſſary to our acceptance with God:: þ 
That the ſoul is immortal; that there will be a fax 
ture retribution, which will be according to thi 
works, and thoughts, of mankind ; and\that he, wh 
denies theſe truths, is ſcarcely to be accounted 1 
reaſonable creature : Wy 
That his own Univerſal Religion 1s, and ever " 
been, clearly known to all men : Fl. 
That to the Gentiles (i,c. to almoſt all men) it We: 
principally unknown : It; 
And, notwithſtanding the declarations, alreadz 
mentioned, in favour of Chriſtianity, he accuſes a 
pretences to: Revelation of folly and unreaſonable: 


neſs, and rejeQs with contempt its a" doarinez,” | 
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Mx. Hozzxs declares, 
That the Scriptures are the Voice of God ; ang” 
et 1% 

4 That they are of no atthority, exceþt as enjoines; 
by the Civil Magiſtrate : | 

That inſpiration is a ſupernatural | gift, and th 
immediate hand of God ; and yet | 

T hat it is madneſs : . 

That the Scriptures are the foundation of all © -- 
ligation ; and yet | - 

That they are of no obligatory forcey except as a; 


Joined by the Civil Magiſtrate : 


-- Thata ſubjeRt may believe Chriſt in his heart ; and 
SE #54 mY 
| 7: Mby-lavefally deny him before the Magiſtrate : 
That God exiſts; and yet 5; 
That that, which is not Matter, is nothing : 
- "That worſhip, prayers, and praiſe, aredue to God ; 
and yer 9111 19 
That all religion is ridiculous : 
That the civil or municipal Law is the only foun- 
_ dation of right and wrong | | 
Thet, where there isno! civil law, every man's 
judgment-is the only ſtandard of right and wrong : 
That the Ruler is not-bound by any obligation of 
05, EE and can/do'no wrong to his fub- 
$7 7 3s W5 
\That' every "mat has a" right” to all-things,, and 
may lawfully get them, it he can : 
That Man 1s a mere machine: and: 
That"the Soul is material and mortal. 


Mr. Brovnxr declares, 
That there 1s one infinite and'eternal God; and 
yet inſinuates, #30 
©That*there are' two eternal, independent Beings : 
-* Phat the one God is the Creator of all things; 
and yet infinuates, 7-1 9 bd 
That the world was not created, but eternal : 
| That God ought to be worſhipped, with prayer 
and praiſe; yet, | 
_ . He objeas to prayer as a duty : 
That” Chriſtianity 1s" ſafer than Deiſm;' and yet 
That Revelation is not ſufficiently ſupported, 


becauſe men} differ about it * (Of courſe, no moral 


doarine is ſufficiently ſupported; for 'men differ 
about every ſuch doftrine.) - | 


© "That the Soul is immortal, and will be rewarded 
hercaiter, according to its works done here ; and 
yet, ' * YT YIO | ', 

7511085: 11 | That 
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That the| Soul- is probably material, and of courle Fi 
mortal : | Gd 
Still he ſays, that we ought to obey God i in "the .- 


praQtice of virtue; Ls 
And that we ought to repent, and cruſt in! the 
mercy of God for poreion, | 


T:oxv Stray xv ur y declares, | 
*:'That the belief of future rewards hut gaklth- 


ments is noxious to virtue, and takes avey all motives ; 


tot; 
That the ond of rewards, and the ſear of pun- 
iſhments, makes virtue mercenary+; 

That to be influenced by revands 4 is \Siſingenu 
ous and fervile; and » 

That the hope of .reward cannot confilt: with 
virtue 3 ani yet, ©. 2: d 13s; 

That the hope of rewards is not derogatory to 
virtue, but a proof, that we*loye virtue; 


That the! hope of rewards, - and-the fra thn. 


iſhments, however mercenary it may be accounted, 
18,/m many/inſtances, a «yy advantage, ſecurity, and 
ſupport, of virtue3/an | | 

'That all' obligation to- be virtuous ariſes from the 
eirdvr fv uh (1, e. the rewards) 


the:difa vantages (1, e, the punifhments}) of vice: Wh 
Thar thofe are cenſurable, who repreſent! the |..; 

Goſpel as a fraud (or impoſhtion;) $11 01004 Ge 
That \h+ s the diſcourſes of Door. Which- = : 

cot will reconcile the enemies'of Chriſtianity torit, **: 


and make Chriſtians prize” It more highly chan De- 
:nſt 


fore ; and | ; 

' That he hopes Chiiftians will be ſecared agai 
the temper of the irrecuncilable encmies of the taith 
of the Goſpel; and; ey \ 0/1, 6 : L 


He repreſents ſalvation as a ridiculous thing; 


and inſinuates, -: 
That C hril was tigaed, and directed, buiddes 


deſigns 
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deſigns of ambition, and cheriſhed a ſavage zeal and 
perſecuting ſpirit ; and | | 
- That the Scriptures were a mere artful invention 
to ſecure a profitable monopoly (i.e. of finifter ad- 
vantages'to'the inventors :) ') 

That Man is born to religion, /piety,, and adora- 
tion, as well as to honour and friendſhip ; 

That virtue is nor compleat without piety ; yet 

He labours to make virtue! wholly independent 
of piety: - | 

That all the warrant for the authority of Religious 
ſymbols (i.e. the Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity) 18 th 
authority of the Magittrate : | 

That the. Magiſtrate is the ſole judge of Religious 
Truth, and of Revelation : 

That miracles are ridiculous ; and 4 

Thar, if true, they would be no proof of the truth 
of Revelation: | 

That Ridicule is the teſt of truth ;| and yet 

That Ridicule itſelf muſt be brought to the teſt of 
Reaſon: 

That the Chriſtian Religion ought t6 be received 
when eſtabliſhed by the Magiſtrate; yet 

He grolsly ridicules it, where it was 'thus eftab- 
liſhed : p10 20% 

That Religion and Virtue appear to be ſo nearly 
connetted, that they are preſumed to be inſeparable 
companions ; and yet. ': 

That Atheiſts often conduR ſo well, as to ſeem to 
force us to confeſs them virtuous : 

+ That he, who denies a God, ſets up an opinion 
againſt the very well-being of ſociety; and yet | | 
That Atheiſm bas no dire natural tendency to: 
take away a juſt ſenſe of right and wrong : 8 

That Atheiſm is greatly deficient -in promoting 
virtue ; -and i: | LE 
That the natural tendency of it is to take away a 
juſt ſenſe of right and wrong. | 


Mr. 


Mr. ebuitvn though (chiefly a ryere objeftr 
to Revelation, declares, | 
That Man is a mere machine: : 
That the Soul is material and _— 
That Chriſt and his Apoſtles built o 
tions of fortune-tellers and divines; 
That the Proph 
diſcoverexs of loſt 
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the predie-* 


goods; | 


That Chriſtianity ftands wholly ona Falſe founda-e/ 


tion; yet 


He ſpeaks reſpeAfully' of Cht iRianily'; Ari on 


of the Epicurean, whom he at the larhe tne con- 
hiders as Atherfts. | 
Mr. WooLsTovw, alſo a mere objeAbr, declares, 
Thathe is the fartheſt of any man from being en: 
gaged in the cauſe of Infidelity ; | 
Fhat Infidelity has no place in his keart; 
That he writes for the honour of Jefub, and'in def 
fence of Chriſtianity; and 
That his deſign in writing is to advance the Meſ-" 
ſiabſhip, and Truth, of the holy Jeſus ; # To whom,” 


be ſays, © be otory for ever, amen.” andy '&t, 


That the Golpels are full of incredibjſities, impol A 


fibilities, and abfurdiries ; 


That they reſemble Gulliverian rales of perſons; 


and things, which out of romance never had a be- 
ing ; | 

That the miracles, recorded in the 6bf pels, taken 
literally, wilt notabide the Teſt of Reaſbn Ni Com- 


monſenſe; but'mult be rezeCted, and the authority \7 


of Jeſus along: with them ; 
At the ſametime, he caſts 
UieGions On n Chrilt,; 
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That Chriſtianity, ſtrippedofthe ration! which, * ; 
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miſtake, policy, and circumſtances, have made to it, 
is a moſt holy religion; and yet, 

That the Scriptures are obſcure, and fit only to 
perplex men, and that the two great parts of them 
are contradiQtory : 

That all the Doftrines of Chriſtianity plainly 
ſpeak themſelves to be the will of an infinitely wile 
and holy God; and yet, 

That the Preceptsof Chriſtianity are looſe, unde- 
termined, incapable of being underſtood by man- 
kind at large, give wrong.and unworthy apprehen- 
fions of God, and are generally falſe and pernicious : 

That Natural Religion is fo plain to all, even 
the moſt ignorant, men, that God could not make 
it plainer ; even if he were to convey, miraculouſly, 
the very ſame jdeas to all men.; and yet, —_ 

That almoſt all mankind have had very unworthy 
notions of God, and very wrong apprehenſions of 
Natural Religion : | 

That the principles of Natural Religion are {© 
clear, that men cannot potſhbly miſtake them; and 

et, | 

That almoſt all men have groſsly miſtaken them, 
and imbibed a ſuperſtition worſe than Atheiſm, 

That Natural Religion is unalterable ; that noth- 
ing can be either added, or diminiſhed ; and that it 
is neceſſarily known to all men ; and yet, 

That the goodneſs, or wickedneſs, of all ations 
is wholly meaſured by their tendency ; that this 
tendency is wholly to be judged of by every man, 
according to his circumſtances ; and that theſe cir- 
cumſtances are continually changing : | 

| That one rule is formed by God for every man ; 
and yet, | 

That every Man muſt form a rule for himſelf. 


Mr. Cuvuss declares, | 
That he hopes to ſhare with his friends in the fa- 
vour of God, in that peaceful and happy ſtate, which 
God 


af þy - *$+. 


God hath prepared for the virtuous and| 
{tome other, future world ; and yet, 
That God does not interpoſe in the affairs of this 


faithful, in 


world, at all, and has nothing to do with the good; | 


or evil, dove by men here : 
That Prayer my be uſeful, as a poſitive Inſtitution, 


by introducifig proper thoughts, affeQions, and ac- | 


tions; and 'yet he intimates, , 


That it muſt be difpleaſling to God, and direttly - 


1mproper : 

That a ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, hereaf- 
ter, is one of the truths, which are of the higheſt 
concern to.men ;\ and yet, 

That the arguments for the immortality of the Soul 
are whol 
bably matter : 

That men 'are' accountable to God for all their 
conduR, and will certainly be judged and deait with, 
according to the truth and reality of their reſpeQive 
caſes; and yet, 


That” men 'will "not be judged for their impiety 


or ingratitude to: God, nor for their injuſtice and vn. 
kindneſs to each other ; but only-for voluntary in- 
quries/to the omen and that even this 18 unneceſſa- 
ryand uſeleſs': 

That God may kindly reveal to the world, when 
greatly vitiated by error and ignorance, truths ne- 
ceſlary to be:known, and precepts becyllary to be 
obeyed; and yet, 

That ſuch a Revelation would be, of courſe, un- 
certain and uſeleſs; 


That Chriſt's Miffion | is, at leaſt in his view, pro- 
bably divine; and yet, 

That Chriſt, in his opinion, was of no higher 
charaQter, than the Founder of the Chriſtian ſeR (i.e. 
another Sadoc, Cerinthus, or Herbert :) | 

That Chriſt was ſent into the world, to acquaint 
mankind with the Reyelation of the will of God; and 
yet, 


That | 


- 


ty unſfatisfaQtory ; and that the Soul | is pro--* 
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"That his. birth and reſurreQion were ridiculous, 
and incredible ; and that. his inſtitutions and- pre- 
cepts were leſs excellent, than thoſe of other teach- 
ers and lawgivers : | 
That the New Teſtament, Particularly the Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles, contain excellent cautions and 
inftructions for our right condutt ; and 
That the New-Teſtament. yields -much clearer 
light than, any other traditionary Revelation ; and 
et, 
; That the New Teſtament has. contributed to the 
perplexity-and confuſion of mankind, and exhibus 
doQrines heretical,. diſhonerary - to. God, and- inju- 
rious to men ;. and 
\- That the Apoſtles were impoſtors ; and that the 
Goſpels and: AQts of the Apoſtles refemble- Jewiſh 
fables, and Popifh legends, rather than | accounts of 
facts :. | | 
That, as, on the Chriſtian ſcheme, Chriſt will be 
the Judge of the quick and the dead, he has noton 
this account (i.e, admitting this to be true) any'diſa- 
greeable apprehenſions on account of ' what he has 
written; and yet, / bk, 
He ridicules the. birth and reſurreQtion of Chriſt, 
poſtpones his inſtruttions to thoſe of the Heathen 
Philoſophers and Lawgivers, afferts his' doftrines to 
be diſhonorary. to: God and. injurious to mankind, 
and allows him-not tv--be ſinleſs ; but merely not a 
grols ſinner. | | 


He further declares, 1 | 

Fhat the RelurreQion of Chriſt, if true, proves not 
the immortality of the Soul : o 

That the belief of 'afutureiNlate is of no advan- 
tage to ſociety: | « | 

That all Religions are. alike: 

That it is of no conſequence; what Religion a man 
embraces : {1 bs [ 

Ana 
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29 
Ano he allows not any room for dependerice-on. 
God's Providence, truſt in him, and reſignation to : J 


his will, as parts of duty, or religion. | 
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Mr. Humz declares, F136] ; 

That there is no-perceptible connedhion bezween 
cauſe; and effett ; 

That the belief of ſuch conneQion 1s merely. a 
matter of cuſtom; EY 
'That experience can ſhew us ;ho ſuch canfiee; 
tion ; ; 

That we cannot with any. reaſon conclude, that, > 
becaulc an effet has taken place once, it will .taks ; | 
place again ; 4 :” 

.» That it is uncertain and aſcleſs to argue from the 2 
courſe of nature, and infer an,Intelljgeþt- Cauſe ;1-/ | 7g 

That we cannot, from any analogy of nature, ar 
gue the exiſtence of an; Intelligent: Caule: of all 
NINgs ; | 'S 1 

That ther6 14 ne reaſon to believe that the Uni-X 
—_ proceeded from-a Caulez \ >; in: x | 

i Tbat there are-no {old arguments 10 prove the EX45< * 
iRetice of a God z- 013 

Thet experiance can furniſh NO arg gujvent concern-.: _ 
2mg.matiers of, fatty. is itt this caſe ulgleſs, and ceanE/ 
giye riſc to no inference; and 5) 

That there ts no relation between cauſe and ef; 2 
tet; and yet, | | 

That Experience is our only cxide); in matters of! 
Land the exiſtence of objetts; 1189" 

That it is, univerſally allowed, that pothing exiſts? * 
without a cauſe; Il 

That every effeR is ſo preciſely determined; tha oo 
no other Mat could, 1 -fuch circumſtancess haves. 
poſſibly reſulted from the operation, of its cauſe; $5: 

That |the relation. of cauſe is abfohitely neceſe? 
fary to the propagation: of our ſpecies, and the regu 
| = 


lation of our condutt; 
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\- That voluntary aQtions are neceſſary, and deter 3! 


295 


mined by a fixed conneQtion between cauſe and ef- 
fe ; 
That motives are cauſes, operating neceſſarily on 
the will; | | 
That Man is a mere machine (i.e; an obje& ope- 
rated on neceflarily by external cauſes ; M 
That there is no contingency (i.e, nothing happen - 
ing without a ſettled cavſe) in the univerſe; and 
That Matter and Motion may be regarded as the 
cauſe of thought (i.e: The Soul is a Material Caule, 
and thought its effteR :) © 
That God diſcovers to us only faint traces of his 
eharaRter, and that it would be flattery, or prefump- 
tion to aſcribe to him any perfeftion, which is not 
diſcovered 'to'the full im his works (and of courſe, 
that-it would be flattery of preſumption to aſcribe 
any perfeQtion to God :) : 
t it is Qnreaſonable to believe God to be wiſe 
and good ; : if 
at what we believe to be a perfetion in God 
& may be a defeQ. (1. e. Hohneſs, | Juſtice, Wiſdom, 
F Goodneſs, Mercy,' and Truth, may be defefQts in 
God;) Of conſequence, Injuſtice, Folly, Malice, 
and Falſhood, 'may be excellencies in his charaQter ; 
. "That noreward, or puniſhment, can be rationally 
expetted, beyond what ts already*known by experi- 
ence and obſervation: © 
_ That ſelf-denial, ſelf mortification, and humility, 
Sno: virtues, but are uſeleſs” and miſchievous ; 
_ "that they ſtupify the underſtanding, ſour the tem- 
= per, and harden the heart (and of courſe are'groſs 
crimes :) Ss. : 
*That- pride "and ſelf-valuation, ingenuity, elo- 
1c: quickneſs of thought, eafineſs of ex 
elicacy of taſte,'ſtrength of body, health, cleanli- 
nels, taper legs; and broad' ſhoulders, are virtues : 
"That Suicide, or ſelf-murder, is lawful and com- 
mendable {and of courſe virtuous :) 
| $ 291 That 


That Adultery muſt be onaftifeds if we wouldob. ob- 
tain all the advantages of life : ; | 
That Female Infidelity (or Ale udies known, 0 : 
is a {mall thing ; when unknown, nothing : and 
That S$cepticiſm istbe true and oaly wiſdom of 
man, * 


Lark? 


* The following ſummary of Mr. "Flom $ hid publiſhed :/ 
ſome years before his death, Biſhop Horne ſays, was never, fo far as * 
he could find, queſtioned, as to ts fidelity or won bu, either by Mr..; 6 


Hume, or his friends. - 
' A Summary of Mr, Hume's Dorner, Merphyfca and Moral. 1: 


| Of the Soul, | $15 4 

Fur the ſoul of man is not the ſame this moment, that it was they 
laſt: that we know nog what it is; that it is not one, but 4 1 
LH 

Ss 


SalFe 


things, and that it is nothing at all. 

That in this ſoul is the agency of all the cauſes that ia 
throughout, the ſenſible-creation ; and yet that in this ſoul there. is?>* 
neither power nor agency, nor any idea of either. ' 34 / 

That matter and motion may often be —_— as the cauſe of: 7M 

' 3 JH, ; 


thought. 
| Of the Univerſe. 
That the external world does not exiſt, or at tept that it's exit, 


ence may reaſonably be doubted. VI 
That the wy wan exiſts in the mind, and that the mind does noe'. , 
exiſt, 94-1: 


That the univerſe is nothing but a heap of perceptions withouv 27. 
ſubſtance. {4 
That though a man could bring himſelf to believe, yea, and haves 
reaſon to believe, that every thing in the univerſe p fro 
ſome cauſe ; yet it would be unreaſonable for him to believe, 7 


the univerſe itlelf proceeds from a cauſe... | ; BYE | 
Of Human Knowledge, | wo 
That the perfeftion of human knowledge is to Goubt. 


That we ongki to doubt of every thin , of our doubts- 
ſelves, and therefore, the utmoſt that Philo ophy can do, is to" g1 k. 
us a doubtful ſolviion of doubtful doubts. Lys: 
\ That the human underſtanding, ating alone, | does entirely fob i { 

RG ALDO HET (861 7 X 


10S, ations and yolitions, is a 1 
RP exiſtence of his own, being en 1 et 
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made up of the exiſtence of which he is by no m 
certain ; and yet, that the nature of all fo ach 
man, that two and two could not be equal to four, nor fire proc 


acat, nor the ſun light, without an at of the _ underfianding 
De. | 
A: 1] 
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-d dialed Bo LING3 Roze declares, 
That Power and Wiſdom are the only attributes 
of God, which can be diſcovered 'by mankind ; and 
ety 
i That he- is as far from denying the Juſtice, as the 
Power, of God ; that his Goodneſs is manifeſt; At 
the ſame time, he aſcribes every other Perfettion to 


God, as well as Wildom and Power, and lays, this 1s 
rational ; 

That the Wiſdom of God is merely a natural at- 
tribute, and in no {%aſe moral]; and yet, 

That the Wiſdom of God operates in. chooſing 
what is fitteſt to be done ; (Of courſe, it'is a moral at- 
tribute; involving perſe moral rett:ude, as well 
as perfeQ _ 5) That 


QF CG od. 

That it is unreaſonable to bliews God ta be infinitely wiſe and 
good, while there is any evil or diſorder in the univerſe, 

That we have no good reaſon to think the univerſe proceeds from 
a cauſe, 

That-as the exiſtence of the extorngl world is queſtionable, we are 
at a loſs to find arguments by which we may proye the, exiſtence of 
the Supreme Being, or any of his attributes. 

. That when we ipeak of Power, as an attribute of anv being, God 
himfclf not racpecd. we uſe words without meaning. 

That we can form no idea of power, nor of any being endued 
with power, z«ch le/5 of one endued with infinite power ; and that 
we can never have reaſon to believe, that any object or quality of a- 
ny object exilts, of which we cannot form an idea, 


Of the Morality of Human Attons- 
That every human aftion is necefiary,, and could not have been 
different from what it is. 
That moral, intelleftual, and corporeal virtues are. neazly of the 
lame kind—In other words, that to. want honeſty, and to want un- 
derſtanding, and to want a leg, are equally the objects of maral dif 


K. EE praCtſed, if men, would obtain all he ad- 
4g of life ; that, if raRiſed, it would in time: ceaſe 
be ſcandalous; and, that, Se PE GENE it 


a Hume, becomes eve- 
conſequence. muſt be, that the 
A ado ng A at Que p hey okay imputakle to hi at 

My 


| 
; 
4 
' 


, 
p 
"aA 


SOCCER ITS 


33 
nth 


#09? 
a. 5g 


w - >. 
Ne bo 4 > Be; 
ſhows > Tab js $5 \(©.6f 


That God is gracious and beneficent; 

That whatever God has done is juſt and good ; 

That ſuch moral perfe&tions are in Gy, as Chrif- 
tians aſcribe to him; yet 

He cenſures divines for aſcribing theſe perfeftions 
to God : , 

That we learn from our own Power and Shia 
the Power and Wiſdom of God; and yet, 

That it is profane, to aſcribe the excellencies of Z 
our nature to God, although without limit or imper- 
fection': 

He undertakes,to defend the Righteouſneſs of God 
againſt divines; and yet afferts, | 

Fhat Holineſs and Righteouſneſs in God are like 3 
nothing in men; that they cannot be conceived of |; 
by men, nor argued about with any certainty ; and 
that to talk of 1 Imizating God in his mofal attributes | 
is blaſphemy : 

That God made all things; and yet,) 

That he did not determine the exiſtence of parti- ;} 
cular men : (Of courſe, he did not determine the 
Exiſtence of any man ; all men being particular men.) 

That he will not preſume to deny, that there haye & 
been Particular Providences ; and yet, -- "Fl 

That there is no foundation for the belief of any wy. 
ſuch providences ;. and: that it 1s anlogs and pro-#: 
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fane to aſſert, or believe, them : =} 
That God is.juſt ; and that juſtice requires, th _ 
rewards and puniſhment, be meaſured |to anon; | 
caſes, according to their circumſtances, in oF 
tion to the merit, or demerit, of "— In widual ;” 
and yet, | ] 
That God doth not ſo meaſure- out rewards; 
puniſhments ; and that, if he did, he, would ſub: 
vert human affairs; that he concerns. not himſelf: 
with the affairs of men at all ;,or, if he does, that hes 
regards only colleQive bodies of men, not individ! 


vals ;- that he puniſhes none except through the Ma vE 
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glee: and t at there will" be no ſtate of futtre, re- 
Ward ds, or ens” OT 

"That di diites are deſerving of cenfure for ſaying, 
that God made May to be happy; and yet he af: 
ferts, © : =. x 

That God made Man to be, bappy here ; and that 
the end of the hitman ſtate's" happinels : 

That the Religion of Natare ts clear and obvious 
to all mankind; and yet,” © © 

*Thar'it hasbeen unkndwn'to the greateſt part of 
mapking : 

"That wE'know Material fabſtatice, and are aired 
of it; and yet,. . 

"That we kno Gofinj of either Marte or Spir- 
it: 24 bn 4 

"That there is, imdeniably; Tomething 1 in 'onr cot): 
ſtiturion; beyofid the © known properties of hater ; 
and yet, 

That the Sol is material and mortal ; 208 that lo 
fay, the Soul 3s immaterial is the ſame thing! as to ſay, 
Zhiae twoand two arc five: 

"That Self. love is the great! Law of our riatire ; and 
Wert $394) 

That Univerſal Beneyolente i Is the great] Law'6f 
our nature: -* 2 Pg 

That Chriſtianity is a repyblication of the : Religion 
of Nature, and a benevolent iyſtem ; that its' mortls 
are pure; and that he is determined - Js for gen- 
vine Chriſtiatiity with the limp licity To HHIISA 
Sia vor himſelf taught” it 's the 'O ſpe}; and 
yet 

A great part of his Works, particulaxly '6f "his 
Philoſophical Works, was written for no other, end, 
but to deſtroy Chriſtianity. ' 29 of w 

'He alfo by win 3s -f 4 


© That there is no wiiacpe In Man ; except "ar 


Uiſcially 


/**That it is more] natujal to belieye'many Gods than 
to believe One © 


He 


, 
. 


; He aches, what Ambitiongt af OWEerh INV ri. 
arice, ag Senſualiy, may - rants I 
they can be ſafely gratified : *I. 

Ehat,the {ole foundation, of Mageltyjs Vanity, Ori: 
a with to ſhew ourlelves [Uperiourio mare. animals, 2, 

That Man lives only in the preſent world; wht 4-4: 

'I'hat Man, is only, a: ſypgeriaur animal *: 

That Man's. chick End. 1s,t0 grably fi appetite 4; 
and inclinations of the flefh ; Re: | 

TharModelty.is.infpired by mere D fudige : ay: 1} 

That, Polygamy ts.a;/part of, the 0 Religiop Ft. 
of Nature, He intimates alſo, . 

That Adultery. is,00-yiolation gf, the Lay, or Rex 
11gion of. Nature ; 

That.chere.is no-/wrong in Lew dueſs, $5550 in. 
higheſt Lncelt,;.; +, 

"Char the Law; or Religion of Natur forbids. 1 
Inceſt, except between. the neareſt Mi Vows a 
plainly ſuppoſes 

That all Men and Women are unchaſte, and tha? 
there is.no ſuch thing,.as Conjugal Fidelity : ; _ , 
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[; 
Theſe, dottrines will, .ſerve.as a ſpetimen of his. 
Philoſophy, which. actally exiſts. Valumes woult 
be neceſſary for even a ſummary accouut 'of all. 
diverhnes, 
reſpe& ta the, Exiſtence, Charatter, an Crondenc 

of God, Philoſophers differ wholly. Moſt of the. In 
f 


4A 
4 
3 
_ 
: 


dels, of the preſent age, entirely deny his exiſtenc 
and treat the belief of it as a contemptiþle abſurdity 
Voltaire, at firſt, believed in a finite Gad ; but, in hjs: 
old, age, doubted of the exiſtence of any God. T4 q 
land believed/the world to be God. Many of theta; 

ppoſe him. to. reſemble the. Gods of FUSS m3," 
to detotally, abſorbed in pleaſure and quietude,, ang: 
tobe, utterly unconcerned with.the creatures, whi 1} 
neyertheleſs,, he has thought-proper to, make. Amy 
fuch a diverſity, and diſcordancey wham; are you, | 
follow ; and What are you-to believe ' 


36 


_ 2dly. Ix the groſs and monſtrous | Nature of its 
DodArines. | 


Of this charaRer were very many doQtrines of the 
Ancient Philoſophers. 


Zxxo taught, that all crimes were equal; that 
we ought never to gry injuries; and that the 
moſt abominable lewdneſs 1s lawful. 

Born Zeno and Cleanthes taught, that Children 
may as lawfully roaſt and eat their parents, as any oth- 
er food. 

D10Gcewnss, and the Cynics generally, taught, that 
Parents may lawfully facrifice and eat their Chil- 
dren ; and that there is neither fin, nor ſhame, 1n 
the grofieſt and moſt public as of lewdnels. 

PLATo taught, that lewdneſs is juſtifiable ; and 

C1ctxro, that it is a crime of ſmall magnitude, 

e Lycurxeus encouraged ſtealing| by an expreſs 
aw. 

Ax1$sT1PPUS taught, thatboth theft 'and adultery 
are lawful. ; 

CicEtRo, that it is lawful to make war, for the ſake 
of fame, provided it be condutted without unneceſ- 
fary cruelty. Min 4 

C1extxo alſo taught, that Virtue confiſts in the de- 
fire of fame, Of courſe Alexander the Great, [uli- 
us Czſar, Charles the twelfth of Sweden, and Nadir 

. uw Khan, were among the moſt virtuous of man- 
ind. 


THz occaſion will not allow me to ſwell the num- 
ber of theſe ſpecimens of the ancient Philoſophy, I 
proceed therefore to obſerve, that the moderns have 
uttered numerous dofrines, of a fimilar charafter. 
Such is the Atheiſm, which they now conſider as the 
only rational and enlightened Philoſophy. - Such is 
the Scepticiſm of Hume ; the mortality and materi- 

ality 


. For ſeqeral of theſe dotirines fee Deiſrm Revealed, 


_ any dottrines, which can be propoſed. When 


ſelves, or their Diſciples. 


ality of the Soul; the doftrine, that Man is a meit 
ww Mery ; that animal gratification is the chief of er:J 
our wy ; that right and wrong depend -folely 71 
the decifhons of the magiſtrate ; that ridicule* is ti 
teſt of truth ; that we may lawfully get all things, 
we can get them ſafely; that modeſty 1s inſpired ay 
ly by prejudice, and has its foundation in the me 
defire of appearing to be ſuperiour to animals; thi 
Adultery is lawful according to the Religion of Ni 
ture ; that there is no wrong in lewdynels, except5n 
the higheſt Inceſt; That God exerciſes no Prog 
dence over mankind ; and that holineſs, juſtice, g 
neſs, and truth, may be defeRs in the Divine chariiz 
ter. All theſe, and many others already recited, 
doQrines as repugnant to Common ſeple, and Com 
mon good, and fraught with as much impiety and: 
reverence to God, and as much evil to mankind." þ 


view the pernicious tendency of theſe DoQrines (is 39 
theſe. are the ſubſtance of the modert nets | 
we may ſafely ſay, that, thoroughly prattiſed, tþ 
would overwhelm this world with that = 
the Scriptures exhiþit as experienced, only in 
When we contemplate the folly of theſe doArinz 
we may with the utmoſt propriety apply to ther yy | 
ern Philoſophers what Cicero, ſays of their prede(2j- 
fors; viz. that he knows not how it corhes to 
that, when any man utters an abſurdity ever ſo 
he preſently finds the ſame abſurdity to have 
delivered by ſome one of the Philoſophers. 


In its total-inefficacy to reforms cither thi 


| 
Ciczro declares, that the ancient cir fel | 


never reformed either themſelves or 5. diſc ip 
and that he knew not a * le inſtanc 
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by their pyinceiples..* Lucian declares them, as a ÞQ» 
dy, to have been tyrants, adyſterers, and corrupters 
of youth. © Plutarch declazes Socrates and . Plato 
to have-been as incontinent, and intemperates as any 
ſlave z and, Ariſtote1o, have been a fop, a debauch- 
er, and -a. trautor.., Dion. Caflius gives-no- better 
charaQter of Seneca,; Diogenes and Crates commit- 
ted lewdneſs, without.a; bluſh, an the {treets3 doubt 
leſs believing, with Lord Bolingbroke, thatchaſtity 
was inſpired/bymere/prejudice. Speuſippus, who ap- 
pears to-have believed, wuh, Mr. Hume, thatadultery 
muſt be practiſed, if we would obtain all-the advan- 
rages of .-hfe,, was caught, andſlain, in che aQ of adul - 
tery. + Ariſtippus kept ia: ſeraglio of, ftrumpets and 
catamites, and. perjured himſelf, to cheat. a friend of 
aſur-of money, which that friend had left in his 
hands; and refuſed allo to educate his own children; 
iiyling them +mere., vermin. / Menippus, | becauſe 
he had loſt -a ſum of money, murdered himſelf; 
as did alſo Zeno Cleanthes, Chryſippus | Cleom- 
brotus,. Cato the younger, and Brutus.  Cato-the 
elder Aparted with his wife to Hortenhus, and was 
acculed of drunkenneſs, - Xenophon was-a notori- 
ous {odomite, and ſaid in the abſence of a boy, whom 
he kept, & I would be blind to all things elſe, ſo that 
J-might-ſee Clinias :” and. again, © thanks to the ſun, 
which diſcloſes to me;the face of Clinias;” - The an- 
cient Philoſophers, indeed, were generally noted for 
{odomy..;, Plutarch, acknowledging the fat, makes 
for them. this apology, thatz-+though they corrupted 
- their bodies, they made amends for it by improving 
theih ſauls. » In:truth, nothing} better, was to be . ex- 
petted from them, than what /is here recounted;, for 
their dottrines warranted theſe, and moſt other crimes. 
mdqlolidÞ mvione offi fewigiohl! naggy) 

»Entx5x are among the moſt. reſpeRable of thoſe 
meny:whoie theological and moral ſyſtems mote 
pounty obem ion ly 1 ailt 26 x41 2607 of Philg- 
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Philoſophers "prefer to that bf Chriſt we his App. 
tles. T Fe morals of *th& Moetras haves th ſome "s 


; ſtances, been more decent; in others, "FL little gs: 
24 ferent. 14124 (600k pH & Fl 
C || y 4009bid's ni) r9d10- 48-40 os 
Ez +4: 
[i Tire tre tharafter of aft men may be certainky 


known by Heir pimiohs. © No minis) better this | 
1 the moral opinions) which he holds, will make Himhy E 
K; drawfh out mito Ve ama praftice.” Few "are Tn ary 
meaſare fo gout.” I do' not deny, that \men hay wo 
7 more Aecent? 'Vefore theirfellow-men;" thaf the 164% 
b dency of theifdoRtrines would texd u's\ to Beficve; 
; but 1 in this gene. is no principle, .no virtue. All Th 
| the reſalt! 6 withine to live "agreeably; andts offe3 | 

reputation. 'The' worlt of WW then havethisUefire'8 
really, RE often' as RY as any by ih even t 


virt ous. 3: aſp | 


: *| M4 * 7% 4 S# in \ 43 :- 


p9Þ 5 6en'of thern, Ptbids” the Pgs TY 
Mn of yirtite in thoſe who pe th them: | 


- = , : 


' 22k 
*LorD Hrs vir Jebtat2s; that the inqulgette” 4 | 
tu and' anger*1s'no more” to 'be blamed; than $107 
Wa of & fever, or the drowſineſs of 1 BE arg; 
"this * gle ſentence, by a" fweeping. tiroke;”t 
guilt 'of | *glartony, floth, driiikenneſs;*Tew m8! | 
wrath, cantentibn, and revenge, is entirety lo! : | | 
out: | hk 
"Mr. MouaVh aetares Kit every man tas a We 
to all things, and may oO et them, if he car'# 


" Again <"ATabjet may lawfully” deny Chrilt 57% 
ore the Roe Mihough he believes Ko: bn 
is heart,” © "+ 


tion'of truth,'or Juſtice, andcan do 


"Again, wolf: Ruter is not. ad of'y $3 . Mit 
ſubjeQs';" and edt: 
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_ Again, the Civil Law is the fole foundation of 
good aud evil, of right and wrong. | 


Is the firſt of theſe declarations, mankind are let 
looſe upon each other, in all the hideous ways of 
fraud, theft, plunder, robbery, peculation, opprel- 
five. taxation, and piracy ; in the ſecond, lying and 
perjury are, completely authorized, as all ſuch deni- 
als were cuſtomarily made under oath; the third 1s 
an univerſal ſanQtion of all the horrid evils of def- 
potiſm; and. the fourth -an entire annihilation of 
right and wrong, and of courſe of all morality. 


T1x dai has, allo, ſet morality wholly afloat, in 
declaring, that every man muſt form a'rule for him- 
ſelf, a rule to be changed as circumſtances, always 
varying, ſhall change. Nor has Chubb left the ſub- 
JeR at all more ſettled, or ſafe. He declares, that all 
religionsare alike ;that it is of no conſequence, what 
religionaman embraces ; that the beliefof a future ſlate 
is of no uſe to ſociety ; and that God does not inter- 
pole inthe affairs of this world at al}, and has noth- 
ing to do with the good, or evil, done by men, here. 
The well-being of ſociety cannot be overthrown, nor 
morality"deſtroyed, -more effeQtually, .than by theſe 
epinions,: ſhould they be made rules of human con- 
dutt. If all Religions, i.e. all ſyſtems of Moral and 
Theological doQtrines, are alike, it is_clearly el- 
ther becauſe all are wholly true or wholly falſe, 
or becauſe all are proportionably true and falſe, or 
becauſe moral and theological truth is of no impor - 
tance. » The two firſt are plainly falſe ſuppoſitions, 
_ Mr. Chubb being the: judge ; for: be has declared 
one ſyſtem to be true, viz. his own; and another to 
be falſe, viz. that of the Goſpel, Of courſe, the laſt 
is the true ſuppoſition as it ſtood in his mind. Of 
conſequence no -dottrines are of any. importance : 
in other words, Truth is of no uſe to man. Moral 
and theological truth is plainly more important ta 

man 
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man, than any, other ;\if this be of no ſignificance, 


none elſe can be : an opinion fitter for 'the mouth 
of a fiend, than for that of a man. 


Nox are the two laſt declarations of his leſs fatal. 
No bond has ever holden mankind, none: ever will 
hold them, together, bekide the belief of the preſence, 
and providence of God, and of an approaching ftate 
of Rewards and puniſhments, 


SHAFTESBURY, Hume, and Bolingbrokeyhaye la+ 
boured, at leaſt equally, to deſtroy the belief of theſe 
doctrines, and have thus aimed the axe at the root of 
human happineſs. 

SHAFTESBURY, alſo, when he afferts ſalvation to 
be ridiculous, the magiſtrate to be the fole judge of 
religious truth, Atheiſm not to take away ajuſt ſenile 
of right and wrong, and to be no way deficient in 
promoting virtue, unhinges all ſerious thinking, and 
all moral impreſſions, filences rational enquiry, and 
obliterates every diſtinQtion, which can uſefully re- 
gulate the condutt of intelligent beings. - 


Taz ſame confuſion is introduced by Hume, 
when he ranks bodily and intelleftual endowments, 


and caſual attainments, with virtues, denies| the vir- 


tuous nature of humility and ſelf-denial, and afferts 
that of pride, ſelf-valuation, and ſuicide. | 


BuT what ſhall be ſaid of this celebrated writer, 


when he gravely informs us, that Adultery muſt be - 


praftiſed, if we would obtain all the advantages of 
life. Maſt not plunder, falſhood, affaſſination, p#- 
racy, war,/and tyranny, be alſo'prattiſed on the ſame 
principle, Were theſe or any: other crimes ever 
praQtiſed, but for'the/ſake of advantages either ob- 
tained, or expeted? What ſhall we ſay] of him, 


when, from Rochefoucault. he repeats, and to _ 
F 1s 
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his fondneſs for it, often, the maxim, that Female Fn+ 


fidelity, when knowny(is' a {mall thing, when un+ 
known, nothing. 


-BoirtncBROKE has more openly and violently at- 
tacked every-important truth and ſerious duty. Par- 
ticularly he has hicenſed lewdneſs, and cut up chaſtt- 
ty and decency by the roots : 


Wurar idea muſt be entertained of the morals of 
men, who aflert theſe things, not in careleſs conver. 
fationg not-in grave converſation, not in {portive 
writings; but ir ſolemn, didactic, Philoſophical trea- 
tiſes, fitting in the chair of moral and religious 1n- 
firuftion, ſpeaking to a world, uttering oracular 
opinions,/deciding the duty and happinels both cem- 
poral and eternal of the-whole human race, and un+ 
folding - profefledly: the will of the infinite God ? 
They-either behieved, or diſbelieved, thels dottrines, 
If they diſbelieved them, what apology can be made 
for ſo groſs and ſo. miſchievous falſhood ? If they be- 
lieved them, the concluhon is irrefiſtihly forced up- 
on aus, that they prattiſed as they beheved. They 
have alſo laboured to the utmoſt to perſuade man- 
kind both to believe and prattiſe them; If their la- 
bours prove ſuccelsful, if their wiſhes ſhould be ac- 
compliſhed, -the world will be converted into one 
theatre -of, falſhood, perjury, fraud, theft, piracy, 
robbery, oppreſhion, revenge, fornication, and adul- 
tery. Whatellſe 1s the hell of the Scriptures ? Lewd- 
neſs alone,' extended as their doarines extend it, 
would exterminate every moral feeling from the hu- 
man” breaſt, and every. moral and virtuous ation 
from the human condutt Sodom would ceaſe to be 
a proverbial name; and- Gommorrha' would- be: re- 
membered, only to wonder at her unhappy lot, and 

, to drop the tear of ſympathy upon her aſhes. 


IL know-itis.ofcey ſaid ; it will probably be ſaid in 
X the 
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the prefent Ws: and perhaps by no ſmall notiber r of 
perſons; that, provided a man is honeſtan his belief, 
he is to be conſidered as a virtuous man, unleſs his 
life diſprove the opinion of his virtue. If by this 
declaration it be intended, that the man *1m queſtion 
has faithfully ſought for -trurh, and” as faithfully 
colletted, duly weighed, and candidly admitted, all 
the evidence within his reach, I readily acknowledge, 
that he has done his duty, and is therefore in this 


inſtance undouhtedly virtuous. But that-men who”. 


beheve falſhood,'and ſuch' groſs and palpable falſ. 
hood, have really thus done, is yet to/ be od fro 


Ir it be intended, th, when a man really believes 
error be is; by the reality of his belief, conſtituted 
virtmous, 1 deny the doarine wholly ; and all thoſe, 
who affert it; deny it alfo/” The Arabians, who, un- 
der the ſtandard of Mohammed, butchered half 
mankind, belieyed that they were doing what was 
right; ''Multitudes of Catholics, in the laſt century, 
unqueſtionably 'believed it to be the will of God, 
that they ſhould perjure themſelves, 1n their correſ- 
pondence with Hugyenots; and that they ſhould 
roaſt, diflocate,' and” aſſaſſinate, that unhappy claſs 
of men by thouſands. © Chriſtians have, beyond 
controverly, ' really believed, : in many inſtances, 
that the perſecution "of "Infidels was agreeable to. 
the wilt "of God, Cicero believed it to be right 
to have' a civil war kindled in Rome, that he might 
retarn'» from exile. ''Numbers of people in Co: 
penhagen, at a certain-time, believed it tobe right to 
murder their neighbours, that, under the horror of an 
approaching death. themſelves might be induced cer- 
tainly to'repent of fin, and to gain eternal life. Alex- 
ander, with full conviaion of the reQiitude of his de- 
kgns, waſted the Perſin' empire, and demanded di- 
vine homage to himſelf. 


Nowet of thoſe with whom I am diſputing, will 
pre- 
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nd, that. all. theſe perſons were juſtified in their 
deſigns and, conduſt by the reality of their belief of 
ts reQutude, 


IT will be further ſaid, as it often; has been by 
others beſide Mr. Chubb, that what a wan beheves 
is of no importance. Infide] writers ought never to 
advance . this / dotrine:. for  thetr  condut in 
labouring. | fo. carneſtly _ to deftroy the faith of 
Chriſtians, and to eſtabliſh that of Infidels, gives the 
lie to the declaration. If the affertion be: true, a 
man may, according to the opinion of the aflertors 
themfelves, as well be a Chriſtian in his belief, as an 
Infidel. But the aflertion is not true; and they 
prove, by.every page /of their writings, and by every 
ſentence. of their converſation, that they feel-it to 
be falle ;- for they labour with the greateſt induſtry, 
and ardour, to change the tenets of their fellow-men, 


_ ALuithe volitions of the mind are of courſe ac- 
* cordant, with the prevailing. diftates of the 'under- 
ſtanding ; and. all the, attions of men ſpring from 
their yolitions.. - Such, then, as is'the'moral nature 
of the opinions of a man, will be the nature of | his 
- moral condua, Obedience to error is vice ; obedi- 
ence to'truth is,virtue. All men hold errors;,and all 
men hold probably ſome moral. truths, Good men 
obey, mainly, the truths which, they, receive, and 
not the errors... Wicked;men. wholly obey, in their 
moral condutt, the errors, which they adopt, and re- 
ett truth as a-rule,of conduR., :.... 


| F &: | | 
CoMPLErTe yIrtue is formed by the reception and 
obedienct of truth only. Such is. the virtue of the 
Leavenly. inhabitants. In. the dia 4s world ſuch 
vittue does not exiſt ; for truth. is not received by 
any man unmixed with error; nor. is the. truth, 
which 1s received, alone and perfefly obeyed. The 
molt perfect earthly orthodoxy is, therefore, mingled 
with 


with error, and the moſt nerfeft earthly virty 
vice, ence AER room 1s furniſhed 
exerciſe of charitable regards to ſuch, as Uiffzx 
us in many. moral doftrines. | | Ly 


"By this charity bas its limits: * 
den malt; in "this caſe, be fundamen 
thoſe on Whith virtue can reſt; and th 
not bes fundamental errors; al opinions fat 
of all 'yirrue.” The man, who! ſerioully , betires in 
the reQitude'of lying, cruelty, fraud, JP. and 
impiety, cannot be virtuous.  Þ.. b- 


Tis mati, #ho'ls pleaſed Sith a in 0been -EX< 
erciſ-6f that ewotion, guilty.'} To, love thez-neans 
of vicey'vr fin, is the fame in # miveal{H # *w 
to loveſin;- Error is the cerrain means of x4 
ety ſenſe:/*"As/a rule'of eondud, it Teads16%h 
bat Gtv;: as @ temptation: to fin, it is of incts; 
power j'us a Juſtification of ing "it 'is of all 7 
to the eonſcience; and ' of 'a}l ſupports” tots 
beyond meaſure the greateſt. | The man, wit 
it, is therefore a guilty enemy tO himſelf, | {Aifbon- 
ourer of the God 'of truth, and/aUeſt op] his own 
well-being.” The man who dev | 
ingenuity defends it/-is the” 
and mankind. To the epi 


The 


evil he'is chargeatite..! 
were probably leſs injurious | ; FS, 
Jefs:guilty' before God, than the' ravages of © mo- 
ral voeny Hume, or Voltaire, EOL #4 


Herbert, Hobbes,: Shahi 
oh SD. and: Boli 


F. ſuch 
| have 
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writer$as infamous deſertions of principle and decen« 
cy. Is itlefs infamous in themſelves? All hypocrily is 
dereftable + but I know of none fo Ictetable as that, 
which is coolly written, with full premeditation, by 
a man of talents, aſſuming the _charafter of a,moral 
and religious inſtruQtor, a miniſter, a prophet, of the 
truth of the Tofinite God. Truth 15; a virtue per- 
fealy defined, mathematically clear, and completely 
underſtood by all. men. of common. ſenſe... There 
can be DRE Ren truth and, fall- 
hood, no doubts, no miſt 68.;,.4s between piety and 
enthuſiaſm, frugality and parſimony, generoſity, and 
profuſion; -; Tranſgrefhon, , therefore, 1s- always a 
known, definite, deliberate villainy. - -In; the ſud- 
den, moment; of ſtrong; temptation, in the. hour 
of ungyarded attack, in the futter,and trepidation of 
unexpeted-alarm, the beſt, man-may, perhaps, be ſur- 
priſed into, any fin; but hey who can.coolly, of ſtea- 
dy; deſign; and with;no unuſual impulſe, utter, fall- 
heod; and,yend hypocriſy, is. not-tar from:fniſhed 

depravity. .nt 1 1115519... 91269 Dndy 
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"Tux meals: of Rocheſter.apd Wharton, need no 
comment--»:{!Woolſton. was: a; grols blaſphemer. 
Bloung ſolicited his; filter -,jn law to-marry him, and, 
being refuſed, ſhog himſclf., . Tindal was originally, a 
proteſtant, then turned papiſt, then proteſtant again, 
merely to ſuit the ,umes; and was at the ſame time 
infamous for. vice4in general, and. the | total want of 
principle; ;He,is:ſaid to. haye died with this prayer 
in his mouth. © If there is a God, 1 defire, that he 
[may have mercy on me.” Hobbes wrote his Levia- 
than, toſerve the cauſe' of Charles 1.3 but, finding 
him fail! of ſucceſs, he'turned it to the defence of 
. Cromwell, and made a'merit of this fa&t to the 'Uſur- 
per: as'Hobbes himſelf unbluſhingly declaredto Lord 
Clarendon;* "Morgan had no regard to truth ; as is 
myow aagonmo m Amt i evident 
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now remaining, wr his |friend DA 
to tell for him a dire&@and palpable lie,'by derijings 
that he was the author of the Philoſophical Dt Hon- 
ary. D'Alembert in his anſwer informed him: 
he had told the lie. * Voltaire has, indeed, expiz 

his own moral cbaraQter perfettly 1n the follaying 
words ** Monſicur Abbe, 1 muſt be read, no "ater 
whether I am believed, or not;” He alſo ſol&y 
profeſſed to believe the Catholic| Religion, althzugh 
at the ſame time he doubted the/exiſtence of a od. 
Hume died, as a fool dieth. The day befort: his 
death he ſpent in a pitiful and|affeQed uncozgern 
about this tremendous ſubjeR, playing at whiff . 

ding Lucian's dialogues, and making filly atti2pts 
at wit, concerning his interview with Charon: the 
heathen ferry-man of Hades. 
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In will eaſily be ſuppoſed chat my ;nforotttion 
concerning the private lives of theſe men mv}F be 
diſtant and imperfe& : What has been ſaid”! 
however, furniſh any one at all acquainted wi 1: 
human tharafter, with juſt ideas of their mora4;t 
ſhall only add that Rouſſeau (Jean Jacques) 1s ali 

ed to have been guilty of groſs theft, perjury, tern 
cation, and adultery, and of abjuring and allyining, 
alternately, the Catholic, and the ied i. 


gion ; neither of which he believed. > 


he 


tyre, and the a&tual ſtate, of this 'Philofophy, Fo "1 
this view of it, I think you will unite with of TaTT 
full convition, that, if the Goſpel had been li Me to 
{9 many and ſo ſerious objeQtions, it would, i; Read, 

| | 3 of 
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'* See Prieftly On the Cauſes of the Increaſe of Infidelity 
+ Smith's life of Hume, 
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of exciting and ſuſtaining a controverſy through 
eighteen centuries, have fvlicited the faith and obe- 
dience of mankind ir vain, would have been ſmoth- 
ered in its birth, and only added one to the 'nume- 
rous moral ſyſtems, which have, for ages, i1-pt the 
ſleep of death in the regions of obl;vion, 
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Bzwans, LEST ANY MAN{-SPOIL-YOU, THROUGH {+ 
PHILOSOPHY+ AND/| VAIN | DECEST, AFTER 
THE TRADITION OF MENg AFTER THE 
RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLDy/AND 


NOT AFTER CHRI ST. 


Sccondly. ] SHALL now endeavour to ſhew you, 

that, vain and deceitful as this Philo- 
ſophy i is, both ; in its nature and in faQt, you are ſill 
in danger |of becoming a prey to it, 
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Trts danger will ariſe from ſevertt ſources, 1 
ſhall ſpecify | thoſe which appear to me wo be of chief F.: 


importance. YE: 
I. You will be expoſed to this danger from the 6] 


arguments, brought by Philoſophers againk the 5! 


Scriptures. p ol 
Invrbrus will probably triamph, and you may Ws 
be ſurpriſed, to find. Arguments mentioned as a = 


ſource Gu anger.” But your ſurpriſe and their tri- *; 
umph are both without: foundation. 


Ws Ada arguments are fairly LEE and 
queſtions [thoroughly explored by reaſoning, there 
can be no/danger to trath, or to the friends of truth ; 
for in eyety ſuch inveſtigation, truth muſt have Ss 
ciſive advantages over falſhood, But queRozgs are 

G not 


* 


4 $405 Ed VE 


« : = 
o—_ "(LS — : 
> = ys 4 "" *. 4 L u< SIEIE'S z % > Ki hs 


"Wa. *4 
% op Gr nm; 
# 
_— " 6 Kg no 


Iz" * 
7x 


"2 
+ *% vow 


—; 4 a. 


"7 OD 
"oo 


[A®, 


 D—— 


not always ſo explored, nor arguments always ſo agy 
duced.  Ingenious and able men are! not always 
candid men, nor always defirous! of inveſtigating or 
eſtabliſhing truth. Their ingenuity 1s not untrequent- 
ly emploved in obſcuring, where it ſhould i][umine, 
and in perplexing, where jt ſhould clear, 'Ignorant 
perſons may always be embarraſſed by the realonings 
of the learned and =<1n Ahn thoſe who are not 
verſed in any ſubjeQ of controverſy, by ſtudied 
champions. | 


Maty readers of "this Philoſophy are ignorant ; 
many impatient of thorough” inveſtigation, and ac- 
cuſtomed to depend*for their opinions on others ; 10 
be ſwayed "by: great and-celebrated- names, and im- 
plicitly to yield to*high} authority z/ and all are by 
nature inclined to-their fide of the queſtion. Chri- 
'ſtianity is a ſyſtem'of reſtraint on every paſſron,-and 
every apperite. Some'tt forbids entirely ; and all it 
"confines within limits, which by the maſs of mankind, 
both learned and unlearnced, will be eſteemed nar. 
row and {evere. - Philoſophy, on the contrary, holds 
out, as you. have already ſeen, a general licenſe to 
every paſſion and appetite. Its dofrines therefore 
pleaſe of courſe; and find a ready welcome in the 
-gart. /} + VR", 9 Ot 


MaxxinD being thus prepared, it cannot... be 
thought ſtrange, that Infidel Philoſophy, although 
deſtitute of a bafis'in. truth, and-of ſupport from ievi- 
dence, ſhould preſent danger, even from arguments. 
Its great obje&. is to [unſettle. every thing moral and 
obligatory, and. to [ſettle \nothing: /{/OQbjeQion-/ is, 
therefore, its chief employment, and its only em- 
ployment, in which danger can be found,” * Had it 
-betn engaged” merely in devifing- moral fyſtems of 
ts own, it would have provoked no” other anſwer 
from Commonlenfſey than a ſtare, or a ſmile. 


AN 


attempt to exhibit, of this ſubjea, prove the allerg 
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At objeftor will always find fome aa S hom: 
the charafter, whichhe aflumes: ' He'finds advan 
tapes with reſp&t roTabour! A ſentente will often; 
expreſs an obligation,” which muſt be anſwered by as; 
volume: | He will find advantages in the' nature of: 
his diſputation. - The 'plaineſt and moſt undoubred?;; 
truths may be forcibly affaled by obj-Qions, and by z: 
fach as ate obvious to a very lnnited underſtanding.y - 


o 


Tru objeQions ddinh che Seriptiidhj which will ? þ 
be COrTgaufiey are' TRReNYy gerfaes fron Wo fourcehy 


The 46Arines of the Keriptores & and in thes 
4avire of the cale muſt be, in ſeveral inſtances, my 
terious. | The dottrines of the Scriptures are iclge 
employed about the nature of Many and the exiſt. b- 
ence, charatter; defigns, and will, of God. The firſts 
of theſe fubjeAs, notwithſtanding the-Jaborious and? 
ardent inveſtigatron of three thouſand 'years; is ftilþe + 
Fr from|being ſatisfaftorily explained. The daily! 
mquirics and voluminous treatiſes of theſe'yery Phit 
loſophers, and the new views, which they contitinally 
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tion tobe true, in their opimon at/leaſt ; and, were 
rene a doubt remaining, a child couldeafily remo+& 
; 'for a! child can aſk queſtions concerning humath 
rien, which no Philoſopher can an{wer, The laſt; ; 
of theſe ſubjefts, the exiſtence, charaQter, deſignty 
and will; of God, is more myſterious than'any other, 
Of both'thefe. ſabjeAs Revelation is'a! profefied ac? KF | 
count; and as the ſubjeQts are in their nature myſte# 
rious, lo the; Revelation muſt, to conſiſt with truth: FN 
be, in many 'reſpefts; myſterious alſo, In fuch ful Ef « 
jeas difficulties may” be eafily 'and always foune [ 
As it is impoſſible, that we ſhould thoroughly undef; i 
ſtand them, the parts, which we do' not underſtangy! 
will furniſh difficulties reſpeQing thoſe, which we d{ * 
Of the nature of exiſtence, ſubſtances, cauſality, ar 
the mode of operation, we know little or nothiri;þ 5 


Ly. 


—— 


even where creatures are; the. ſubzefts of inveſtiga- 
tion. Of the Creator it. may well be ſuppoſed, and 
muſt be acknowledged, that we. know leſs than of 
creatures. Many particulars of thele great ſubjefts 
of the Scriptures muſt be. uoknown. Wherever we 
are ignoranty we cannot comprehend ; and wherever 
we cannot comprehend, we! can, find many difficul- 
ties, much. perplexity, and much doubt. A man of 
moderate talents will eafily perceive, and forcibly 
repreſent, ſuch. difficulties; but no man can, in ma- 
ny caſes, remove them, . They can be removed only 
by the attainment of perfet knowledge of the ſub- 
jects, and, fuch knowledge cannever. be attained by 
man. , {oh «6 7 | 


Tus difficulties, objected io.the Scriptures on this 
ſcore, all ariſe from what/we know. not, and. not from 
what we know. /.Infidelsdo. not ſhew; that that, 
which is diſcloſed, is .contrary to anything, which 
we know, but [merely thatiall 1s not diſcloſed, which 
we might wiſts to be diſcloſed, and which is neceſſa- 
ry to a thorough comprehenſion of the ſubject. 
They do not ſhew, that: what: is diſcloſed, and be- 
lieved, is untrue,:or improbable ;. but that it4s myſl- 
terious and incomprehenſible; in other words, that 
it contains things, which lie beyond the human ca- 


pacity. This, |inſtead ,of being a. ſolid objection 
againſt the, Revelation of the, Scriptures, 1s a, mere 
2xpolition,of human ignorance... In this part of their 
concluſions, there is no controverſy: between. them 
and us, BIGTETR SY? | 


_Txz, myſteriouſnels of the Scriptures, ja. ſeveral 
particalars,-has been often directly as weltas infid- 
ouſly, objected, againſt their divine. origin,, To me 
it-appears.to be'a, plain and powerful argument in 
favour of that origin, Were there nothing in Cre- 
ation or Providence, which man could not compre- 
end, .one. important proof that they. were works of 

(God 


—— _— ag wr Ro -* "_ —_ b bw” « 
: te.” IN * TX”. M5 ESP TT. 
= » - — 


7 ww oe” F pay 4h of a1 t 
PE AT ch ; 
P Is > *g RE. A o «0 4 V _ 


+» 


> * 
Fee 


arias of this nature 2 10. poli jt 
real force, ariſe from ſomething which we know, lk c 
not from, that of which. we are ignorant, The | that 
objected to:oughtto be inconſiſtent; with, ſomett Mg 
ſeen and- underſtood; otherwiſe whatever perpl 4 . 
ty they may occaſion in thoſe, who dwell. upon thy 
they can never produce rational conyiction,. 
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2. a0 penS claſs. of objects; agioli wipes 
lar, objections have been made; is compaled 
manners, and ther local circumſtances, 2% 
tures, being written. ina diſtant age, and. = FN 
record facts, which muſt jy; a, conliderable near; 
be connected. with facts. aud ; circumſtances, |. nete 
farily unknown by us; and appeal to manners, A T 
toms;. and gther local circumſtances, which me 
be equally upknown. The lame, ifficylties 
herbal be railed in this, as inthe 2rMET caſe, 
with the ſame ſucceſs. In. both caſes our ignoraff 
and not the falfhood. of the. things, | other 
cauſe of the difficyltics ed By os I, 1nt 
that a perſon perfectly acquainted with; the things, 
tated 19 the Scriptures,/ and withrall their app 4-0 
ges, would not. only clearly; diſcern the Aru 
propriety of the ſtatement, but he a le 10,explair 
truth and MIPPTyeny (0-OUr full ſatizfattion; why &; 

the ſame time, the ſame. perſon. on. being apnea GE 

as ignorant as ourſelves, would find all the difigW- 
ties in the ſtatement, which. are found by us.. . $Al 
the ſtatement is the ſame, ahd neither more, nor ; 15 
true, hut, is more or leſs, exphonney as. the pergn 
propoNed's more or leſs informed, A. 
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HExtt itis clear, that, although Chriſtians ſhou'd 
notbe able to ſhew how many faQts, recorded in the 
Scriptures, took place, by what fatts they were pre: 
ceded or followed, what 'were their cauſes,” atten- 
dants, or conſequences, this farniſhes no foli& vbjec- 
tion to.the Scriptures.as a Revelation. Every ob- 
jection of this*nature miſt, to be ſolid, contradict 
fome Khown fat; and be attended with difheulties of 
= fome other nature than' mere inexplicableneſs. Tf 
this be admitted as.a proof of falſhood in writings, 
no anciet hiſtory can be believed. 


A uarty Hluſtration oF thefe fentiments'and: a 


light,on this*clafs of objefts 'im the Scriptures, may 
be foun -in the firft Volume of Lardner's Credibil- 
ity ofthe Gofpel hiſtory, - Imn/this able and Tucceſs- 
ful Work a fyſtem of facts impoſſible” to” be com- 
pletely underſtood, unleſs developed in ſome ſuch 
method, is unanſwerably proved to be true. 


-*Txx' very” ſame difficulties are found, and to a 
greater degree}tn the Works, than in the Word, of 
God. Under the impreflions, made by the former, 
the fame 'men become atheiſts, who, under thoſe 
made by the- latter, became deifts. Thoſe, on the 


ſomething known, to ſupport 6r deſtrgy; their belief, 
will admit the world 'to be the work, and the Scrip- 


claration of the Committee of Public Inſtruction to 
the National” Convention of France, that a Nation 
of Theiſts myſt of courfe become Revyelationiſts. 

EY SHY HS Dy | WY 2 IV | | 


Tars method'of objecting” to the Scriptures will 
make little impreſſion on 'men diſpoſed impartially 
and thoroughly to examine, and poſſeſſed' of the 
C4 proper means of examination. Still | there is dan- 
ger from it to you, Think not this a cenſure, or a 


ſtrong proof of what may even now be done to throw | 


contrary, who require proofs, and inconſiſtences with 


tyres to be tht word, bf 'God.- So true is the de- 


proof. 


proof of diſeſteem;. You, are. young ; you will # 
difhculties; you,may be perplexed ; you may i dap 

Eyery diftculty you will not be able to remave. 
Such as you would be able [oO remove you wil Ky 
always find:the \neceſſary time and means of reto- 
ving, Laclination, induſtry, proper books, and. | 
friends, may not be eaſily, found. Study,'therefre, : 
and in; ſeaſon, lo far "as you cany {the evidences y 


W hich Revelation is ſupported, and: ſuffer mobiles 


Fn: 
5, 
II., ANOTHER ſource. of — tO, you iFlhe 


Confidence, with. which moſt Philoſophers gHert 
their doctrines,, and advance their FELmEnts i 


LT is.an uruſt, yet it is a common concluſj a7 
the mind, that,confidence in aflerting is as an. gu 
ment "of 1knowledge in. the aflſertor. You lis » 
doubieſs, often heard ohſerv ations like this. F 1 
muſt know; or he would not aflert ſo ſtrong}; 1 
confidently.” . From the adv antages of educa ſion, 
which you have enjoyed, I preſume. you þ AV Cy 
however, adopted an opinion directly cotgfary 
to! that, above ſpecified ;, and are, all reafſh 'F 
ſay, that bold affertions, . and confident , atfy 
knowledge angyyiſdom, are: of. courſe ſuſpigt] ,Qus; 
and that, in of being influenced, by them ;& 9 bc- 
lieve the more readily, you -ſhould only be/5 ndu- 
ced to doubt. Still Iet me inform you, there j bs Jan- 
ger to you from this ſource. , Peremptory . deygara- 
tions, bold afſurance, and that appearance of hy Fi Dwl- 
edge, which. defies oppelition, have. ever hig no 
ſm] influence in gaining . credit to, the : dot fines, 
which they. were inteaded to ſupport. Youth un- 
acquainted with the world, and with arts.a pod 
dreſs which-are uſed. in ,it, and untaught, OT 4 phe 
only, by.books, that, afoally, aſſertions, are ram ly 
made, becaule they are faintly beleved, by 1 ”Y 
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ſertor, as lies are commonly backed by oaths and 
curſes, wilt not rarely imagine, that what is fo plum 

ly faid mult be true,” or at leaſt ' highly probable. 
This wilt happen eſpecially, when the/aflertor is a 
man of talents and reputation. In fucha man vanity is 


{ed to examine with care, to afſent only to evidence, 
and to afllert from rational convittion. It would 
be happy, were this preconcetved opinion yerified 
by experience; but molt unhappily no opinion is 
more fallacious. All the prejudices, which are 
found in ordinary men are often found in_ thoſe of 
ſuperior minds, and not unfrequently in higher de- 
grees. © 'To theſe they ſuperadd, in many inſtances, 
that pride of talents, which operates to a groundlels, 
deceitful, and Tet me add contemptible, confidence 
in their own decifions;-znd a magiſterial and oracu- 
lar method of communicating them to mankind. Suſ. 
pett theſe appearances, therefore, wherever you find 
& them, and remember, that confidence of affertion, 

F and airs of triumph, infer not any certainty in the 
__ opinion declared. 


II. Axotrtx ſource of the danger ſpecified is 
found in the various methods, aſed by Philoſophers 
to perſuade their readers, that their opinions are 
embraced by the great body of mankind, eſpecially 
of the ingentous and learned. a 


IT is a remarkable fa& in the Hiſtory of mat, that 
vice has always claimed a ſuperiority over virtue, ir- 
I and unbelief over faith. In common life, 
no ſooner does a man enter boldly upon the praQtice 
of vice and licentioufnefs, than he arrogates to him- 
feIf a charafter fuperiour"to that of his foher com- 


man rarely + 2h concerning - one, of more worth, 
without evident proofs of conſcious ſuperiority. Vir- 
b ny | | tue, 


yl 


not expetted to rule, prejudice to decide, nor arro- | 
gance'to dictate, On the contrary, he is preſuppo-. 


panions, arid to his own former charafter. A looſe. 
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tue, itſelf, if you will take"the pains to: examine, wil f 
be-found to. be, un his view, the weak, and inferiot-* 
part of his neighbour's character, and vice the vetll 
and ſuperiour ingredient in his own. According 62 1 
this method of eſtimation, Satan, as deſcribed in th j 2 
Scriptures, is the molt reſpectable being in the unk4 
verle. | | iy: 


Taz ſuperiority, claimed by Infidels over Believs; 
ers, 1s notleſs unfounded ; even if we admit whacieſy [= 
Chriſtians would probably admit, viz. that its fou 17/8 

dation is not exattly the ſame. Chriſtians believe}: 
that the Scriptures are, and. Infidels that they ari 
not, a divine Revelation. , Neither they, nor w 
know ; both claſſes merely delieve ; for the cale adF# 
mits not of knowledge, nor can 1t deldetenminelt] 
with certainty, The only queſtion, to be decidey; 
between'the contending parties, 1s-which believes ot: 
the beſt evidence. Infidels are belieyers equally: 
with Chriſtians, and merely believe the contrary PO? 
fition,, That faith therefore, which 1s beſt ſupport; ; 
ed, is the moſt rational, and ought to confer the ſu; 
periority of charatter. Re : 


'*'] 
Ar the preſent time, a new engine Is abundantly” 
employed to eſtabliflWis diſtintiion in favour of In:;: 
fidels. It is bold! rted,| that the world has hi; 
therto lain in a ſtate of ignorance and-infancy ; mari 
it has been chained by authority, and influenced 
ſuperſtition, but that it has, at the preſent times bro 
ken at once its bonds, rouſed itſelf into manly Exe 5 
tion, and ſeized intuitively upon the, whole ſyſten{ 

of truth, moral, political, and natural. Of this. - 
mighty and propitious change. in the affairs of raay* 
Infidel Philoſophers claim to. be the ſole Hd if 
Hence the charatter of ingenious and learned, 3 
challe nged as being ina ſenſe theire Selvs proper,” "* 
$47 $i 
I cheerfully admit, Young Gentlemen, that ma b_ 7% 
as - [ufdck | 
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Infidels have been ingenious men ; that ſome of them 
have been learned men; and that a few of them 
have been great men. Hume, Tindal, and a few 
others, have been diſtinguiſhed for ſuperior ſtrength 
of mind, Bolingbroke for eloquence of the pen, Vol- 
taire for brilliancy of imagination, and various oth- 
ers for reſpeQable talents of different kinds. But I 
am wholly unable to form a liſt of Infdels, which 
can, without extreme diſadvantage, be compared 
with the two Bacons, Eraſmus, Cumberland, Stil- 
lingfteet, Grotius, Locke, Butler, Newton, Boyle, 
Berkeley, Milton, Johnſon, &c. In no walk of gen- 


tus, in no path of knowledge, can Infidels ſupport @ - 
claim to ſuperiority, or equality with Chriſtians. 


Nox am I leſs ready to acknowledge, that inge- 
nious men have lately made, and are ſtill making, 
many improvements in ſcience and in arts. Un- 
happy would it indeed be, if, after all the advan- 
ces of preceding ages, the preſent ſhould be unable 
to advance at all; if no additional truth ſhould be 
diſcovered, and no erroneous opinion detefted. 
But what, let me aſk, would have bcen our fituation, 
had theſe and many other able men, of paſt ages, ne- 
ver ſived ? How much of all, which we'know, is con- 
tained in their works, and folely from their 
talents and labours?: Can it b can 1t be decent, 
to forget the hand that feeds us, and to treat with 
contempt thoſe, without whoſe affiftance we ſhould 
have been ſavages and blockheads. 


Tzxar the world has materiaily changed, and is 
fill changing, in many important particulars, can- 
not be queſtioned ; but whether thefe particulars 
are either profitable, or honourable, may well be 
queſtioned. That the knowledge, or the happineſs, 
of mankind has been increaſed by the change is yet 
to be proved. We have not yet put off the harneſs, 
and our time for rational boaſting is, therefore, not 
Tg | arrived 


turned, in leſs than-three centuries, moſt of the j#-  * 


arrived; 'When ſome of the favourite dogmas of 
modern times have been better ſupported by argit- 
ments, and received a more auſpicious fanftion froffx 


£7 


experience, there will be evidence in their favougy 
which hitherto has not appeared. \j8= Wh 


You will eafily ſee, from what has been ſaid, that; 
when Infidel Philoſophy is aflerted to be embracgt 
by the great body of the learned and ingenious, notF; 


titute of learning and ingenuity ; and Infidels |: 
courſe poflefied of both. The real weight of this at 
guinent 1 leave to your decihion. | ey: 


: 
| p45. 

 Au..owinG, however, the whole of what is thi 
aſſerted, no argument will be furniſhed by it agai 'Y | 


Chriſtianity. The moſt extenſive prevalence ofZa A 
{yſtem is no proof of its truth. Heatheniſm ic: 


merly overſpread the world,” and numbered, as 7 
votaries, nearly e learned and unlearned of tis 
human race. - therefore, a ſyſtem of, trutix? 
The Ariftotelia iloſophy prevailed among Fi 
the learned men in Europe, for two thouſand yea?z, 
Would you, therefore, embrace-it ? When Galil# 


received the Copernican ſyſtem, almoſt all 


o 


mip and unlearned diſbetieved it. Was it they!s 
ore falſe ? : 
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Wazy Chriſtianity firſt began its progreſs, vi 
could boaſt of only twelve poor, unedycatedmen, 
its champions, with perhaps leſs than ong, thouſaFt 
followers. By the labours of this little band it ov; 
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60 
of the known world. By the labours of Luther, 
MelanQ@hon, Zuingle, and Calvin, it roſe again from 
extreme depreſhon, in the face, and againſt the 
ftrength, of the moſt formidable power, ' which the 
world has ever ſeen. © Should it again return to the 
ſame deprefſion, it will again riſe on the, ruins of all 
Its enemies. Every promiſe, made to Chriſtians, 
has been hitherto exaftly fulfilled. Thoſe, which 
reſpett periods yet to come, will receive the ſame 
faithful completion. 


Yer ſuch is the charafter of man, and eſpecially 
in his youth, that you will feel the influence of this 
triumphant affertion. Your will feel, at times, in 
danger of being-left alone, and at leaſt of being de- 
ferted and oppoſed by genius and knowledge ; and 
will naturally ſhrink from a combat, in which ſkill, 
ſtrength, and numbers are imagined to be enrolled 
on the {ide of the enemy. I have only to obſerve 
further, that your choice of Chriſtianity will not be 
leſs wiſe, becauſe numbers oppoſe it, nor your falva- 


tion leſs complete, becauſe it is not obtained by In- 


fidels.* 


| 


_ IV. Avornzx ſource of thigydanger is the Con- 
tempt and Ridicule, with whicl iſtianity is oppo- 


fed. | 


ConTEMPT is the fpirit, and ridicule the weapon, 
with which Chriſtianity has long been principally op- 
poſed. In this Lord: Shaftſhury led the way ; or, 
perhaps: more properly, he gave a peculiar -counte- 
nance and ſupport to this method of attackirg Chri. 
tianity, by advancing the remarkable opinion, that 
Ridicule is the teſt of Truth. In purſuing this doc- 

| oo trine 


* To young men inclining to Infidelity T beg leave to recom- 
mend a. » and fcrious conſideration, of two paſſages of Scrip-, 
ture; one, Heb, vi, 4-—8, the other, Heb, x, 26-31, 


: 
— : 


trine he himſelf is anwarily led to " clare, that\ {Hi 
very Ridicule muſt be brought to the teſt of Reahgn, 
or Argument. The whole train of Infidel Philto- 
phers, whatever may have been their opinion, tfwe 
harmonized with him in the praftice} Voltaire; xt 
regarded all means alike, provided they would-aid 
the accompliſhment of his own ends, writes thyrks 
his friend, D'Alembert. © Render thoſe pedants,i{j.e. 
divines) as enormouſly ridiculous ag you can. fFid- 
icule will'do every thing, Iris the ſtrongeſt ofall 
weapons. || A bon mot is as good aithing as a g 


book.” | 


in certain andy bur I o—_ Jew the propriel pot 
uſing it to! decide any ſerious concern of mankbgad. 
A proud and vain man will always affe& and expreſs | 
contempt for all, who differ from' him, and' eſpegal- 

ly for thoſe, who oppoſe him; and or all the ai 
ments, adduced againſt his ops eſpecially; 
thoſe, which he-1s unable to confront with argumy 
of ſuperiour force. - But pride and yanity aref Aſh 
paſſions, and uniformly leflen the ability of a Nt 
either to diſcover, or to receive, moral truth; 
Judice 1s prov ally acknowledged to be a patent 
hindrance to iſcovery, and the receptions: of 
truth ; and pride begets the ni 4 of all p& 
ries, In itfelf it is groſs misjudging, miſtake,/#3d 
folly ; and in its effe&ts it | involves| a hoſt of foi $ 
© and miſtakes. Hence the Wifeſt of all' men, tg 
profound '\acquaintance with the nature of man was 
declared, that % the Rod of pride i is in the mout&.of 
the fooliſh. i; Wh 


Tak ceulis which needs theſe weapons, cat 
be juſt ; the dorme, which cannot be ſuppoxit 
without them, muſt be falſe. All men, when pit 
ed with argument, and trembling through ſeg 
being convitted of crror, reſort, of courle; to 7 


bz 
cans ofdefente, or of attack, as are in their power, 
When reaſons fail, ridicule is ſtill left ; and he who 
cannot difprove, can ſtill inquire with arrogance and 
diſdain & What will this Babbler ſay.” Over the 
cool and modeſt opponent he will feel a ſuperiority of 
ſpirit, if not of argument ; and will quit the field with 
the ſtride of triumph, and the conſciouſneſs of that 
viftory, for which he contended. His |capital ob- 
Jett is attained. He has not, 1t 1s true, [repelled his 
adverſary; but he has claimed atriumph over him ; 
he has not defended his own 8-296 but he has not 
been forced to acknowledge himſelf defeated. 


Un werTay and unſatifying as this method of at- 
tacking Chriſtianity appears, and in ſpite of the 
ſtrong preſumptions againſt a cauie, which has ever 
needed and reſorted to it, you will find no ſmall dan- 
ger from theſe very, weapons, - You will dread to 
become the objeRts of {corn,'and to be wounded by 
K the ſhafts of derifion. You will be afraid to declare 
F yourſelves friends to a cauſe, which has been the 
ſtanding jeſt of ſo many men of wit, and which has 
been ſo often and ſo publickly holden up to ſyſtemat- 
iged contempt ; to which inſult is merit, and mock- 


- 


ery a faſhion, * 6. 


Youns, novices in human affairs, doubtful of 
your. own ſtrength, partially acquainted with this 
great controverſy, ardently caveting eſteem, and 
trembling at the approach of diſreputation, you will 
need no common ſhare of fortitude, no frequent de- 
gree of ſelf.command, to ſtand the ſhock, to examine 
the true charaQter of the contending parties, and to 
diſcern the real nature of the confl ing cauſes. 
Could you aſſume this fortitude, and accompliſh this 
examination, the danger would vaniſh ; but you will 
be affailed ſo often, and ſo powerfully, that, perplex- 


ed before. by the arguments, which I nave men- 
tioned, you will be in imminent hazard | of yielding 
| | fe ERS | yourlelver 
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yourſelves a prey, to avoid the fatigues of an arC% 
ous and unremitted conteſt, and to ſhun the afſac4 
of an enemy, who, not only'points his arrows wil 
ſteel, but dips them in poiſon. 


V. Anoruazr ſource: of this danger is the aA 
Bias of the world towards Infidelity. * NM 


THz natural propenſity of man, as exhibited þ 
the Scriptures, and as proved by all experience, i#a 
propenlity to fin. The convidied of this truth If 
ſpread through mankind, in every age, and in evevy 
country, Their religions have all been 
employed to expiate it, their laws and education; 
reſtrain it, their converſation and their hiſtories'@ 
recount its effets. Sin and Infidelity are mutu&y 
cauſes and effefts. Sin demands and prompts to Ea 

fidelity, as its juſtification ; Infidelity, warrants, 

courages, and defends fin. Sin derives its pert 
and ſecurity from Infidelity ; Infidelity its receptit3y, 
{upport, and friends, from fin. Thus, in every aj! 
there is a natural bias in man to infidelity. = 


T11s bias poſſeſſes, at different periods, differ 
degrees of ſtrength. Numbers, men in power, mengxf 
opular charatets, men of great talents, contribuz? 
bs turns, to the general currency of vice, or virtty, 
of truth, or falſhood. From theſe and various oth! 
cauſes, it becomes faſhionable, at times, to be graf? 
decent, moral, and even religious ; and, at times, 
be difſolute, licentious, and groſs. v7 


Trr faſhionable bias of the ooh time will 4% 
readily acknowledged to be vnfovoujebte to Chrijii 
anity. Beſide the influence of a long p 12 
vice, ſince the Reformation, and = a wed. El 

ion conſequent upon it, a progrels louely p fb 
" by 1 bs br vet us by © Chriſtians ; beſide iþ1 
influence of all the inceſlant inches] made pos Et 
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ligion and Virtue by Philoſophers ; the| preſent fin- 
gular convulſion of Europe. has had a \molſt malig- 
nant efficacy on this ſubject. . At no period has the 
human mind diſcovered ſuch impatience of moral 
reſtraint, broken with ſo bold a hand the bonds of 
duty, or defied in ſuch haughty terms morals, reli- 
gion, and the government of God. Were the pre- 
{ent a proper occaſion, it would be caly'to ſhew the 
connettion between ſuch a convullion and the gener- 
al demoralization of the human race, the depreſſion 
of virtue, and the ſubverſion. of human happineſs. 
Suffice it'to ſay, here, that, did not the | evil furniſh 
a cure, from its own bowels, did it not prove, by 
} what it has already effe&ed, that, within a little pe- 
riod of its progrels, it will,” if unreſtrained, convert 
man into a ſavage, and the world into a deſert, its 
final miſchief to the cauſe of Chriſtianity could not 
be calculated. Circumſtanced as it is, |it has filled 
every Chriſtian, every friend of the human race, ev- 
ery fober man, with ſericus alarms, not for- the per- 
manence of Chriſtianity, but for the continuance of 
peace, the ſafety of every right, and the| exiſtence of 
every valuable intereſt, 


In your own country the effes of this convul- 
fion, and the ſtrength of this bias, are leſs perceived, 
Here the friends of Revelation. greatly outnumber 
Its enemies, - But even here the evil ina degree ex- 
iſts. Nor will its influence probably be ſmall. The 
report will, in ſome meaſure, affett you from abroad. 
At home, you will ſee one decent or doubtful perſon, 
and another, fliding flowly down the declivity of ir-y 
religion, and many, more heedleſs, or more daring, 
leaping at once into the gulph beneath. Here, a 
companion; will. turn his back, and walk no more 
with Chriſt. There, a Parent,- or Inſ{truftor, will 
torſake | him, having Ibved the preſent world. A- 
 mong theſe will frequently\ be found the gay, the 
pleaſing, and the accompliſhed; and in ſome inftan- 
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ces, the grave, the learned, and the honourable”. 
On One fi ©, the tem tation wall ch 1; on the oth+- 
er it will ſanftion. Allured,: awed, ſupported, per-* 
haps without a friend at hand to pluck you by the'-> 
arm, or to. point. ta you either the danger or, the: 
means. of eſcaping it, it can ſcarcely wo oped, that;., 
none, of you will be deſtroyed. Moſt of the Infi-": 
dels, whom I have known, have fallen.a ſacnfice tox* 
this cauſe, or to the fear of ridicule, WS 
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VI. A crxaTER ſource of this danger, than any::. 
which has been mentioned, is a natural Biasin, your”; : 


own hearts againſt Chriſtianity, GegptySe' 2} 
| boa. © 
You, like the reſt of men, are. naturally attached :: 


_— 
Ex 


to the pleaſures of fin, to. the unlawful gratifications fa 
of pathon and appetite. ,, Whatever indulges this5 
attachment | will be regarded by you with comple- + 


cency ; whatever Teſtrains it, however neceflarily, or-: 
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uſefully, will be viewed with pain. The moſt pow-'=: 


erfu], the moſt univerſal,-the moſt conſtantly felt, the +: 
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moſt difficult to be eſcaped, of all ſuch reſtrainks, is -; 
the ſyſtem of doQtrines, contained. in the Scriptures. 
Civil, Government, in a different manner, is employ- 7 
ed in promoting the ſame end, and,.at times, operates © 
with a ſuperior efficacy... . But its influence is. felc -* 
only within certain limits, and on particular occa- ;;;: 
fions; whereas the Scriptures extend their .influ- £: 
ence to every place, time, and aQtion, ſeek out the -- 


vw 
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offender in ſolitude, as well as in crowds, found +: 
the .alarm at midnight, as well as in the open day, > 


enter into the receſſes of the boſom, watch the ri- 


| | | Lb, 

fing fin, and threaten the guilty purpoſe, while it 18 | 
yet a ſhapeleſs embryo. Hence, more than Civil 5 
wor wrria itſelf, it has been maligned, and com- ., 
ated, by licentious men. Pe 5 


\.Tuz reſtraints of Chriſtianity you, like others, +.| 


will, at times, feel with impatience and pain. F rom 
| I this 
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this "impatience will ny ſpring wiſhes to free 
yourſelves from companions fo intrutive and trou- 
bleſome ; and ſuch wiſhes will Let terminate 3n 
attempts to accompliſh this freedom! © Of 'all means 
to this end the moſt obvious, the moſt eafy, the moſt 


. effeftual, is diſbelief. To' diſbelief, therefore, you 


will be ſtrongly inclined; and much care, reſolution, 
and- fidelity to yourſelves; will be neceſſary to refeit 
the influence, and avert the danger, of this inclina- 
tion, 


Inthis and'in every caſe, in which man is placed, 
aſſiſtance may be given, the mind may be ftreng:h- 
enced, and fatety may be obtained, by the proper uſe 


. of fuch means, as are furniſhed by the Provideuce of 


God. From me, with maore* propriety than from 
"molt others, you may jt expett fuch afhſtance. 


. To you I ſtand'in a near, important, and parental re- - 


lation, I hayce gone before you through the ſame 
courſe, have felt the ſame danger, and have been 
ſtrongly tempted by means” of them to yield myſelf 
a prey to this unhappy Philofoply, f cannot, there 
fore, be indifferent to the dangers of others, efpectal- 
ly of you, my pupils, my children. Nor can I be 
more properly employed, on this the laſt opportun:- 


© P 


oy allowed me of rendering to you my official duty, 


in endeavouring in ſo intereſting a caſe to com- 
miunicate to you the means of {tren 
*Fhis, you wilt remember, was the 


gth and ſafety. 


Tz1x8d thing, propoſed in this difcourſe, viz.” to 
attempt to diſſuade you from yielding yourſelves a 
prey to this Philoſophy, hq gong 


Many diſſuaſives from this conduRt are, IT truff, 
already ſuggeſted to you in 'the accounts already 
given of this Philoſophy, A reception of ſuch doc- 
rrines, and an union with ſuch men, cannot be ſup- 
poſed as rational, or expedient, No one of i 

wou 


would, 1Þ a cool. moment of deliberatign, conſent els -:* 
ther to ſuch belief, or to ſuch condut. Tt will be »; 
yours tO decide, that your judgment {hall not how to; 


Anclination and prejudice, (Rp HL 


ine urge, inthe _- ; 


» Þ.: 


Is addition to the diſſuaſives already ſuggeſted let 
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I, Piact, as a ftrong reaſon to prevent you from :. 

embracing Infidel Philoſophy, its continually chang: /-: 
- | | TEA] ! I [4 
ing charatter,. | | 1 ; 


| 8 - 
"ny Pare | py otro tt: 
TzavTu,is, at-all times,” and with 'reſpeA to all +: 
things, of an unchangeable nature, Every change of [tht 
doQrines furniſhes intuitive certainty, that either the Wt 
dofrine which is renounced,.or the doQtrrine which - : 
is aſſumed, is falſe, This. changeable charaRer is :: 
eminently the charaQter.of this Philoſophy. Among 4; 
the ancients it was a mere wind.of doArine, varying  ; 
through all-the points of the .compals,' © Among the ”:: 
modenns, alſo, it has, cameleon like, appeared of i: 
many.colours, JLord, Herbert publifl | 


ied it” utider - 
the form, of Natural Religion. | This he infiſted/on, + 
in ſtrong and ſolemn terms, as a ſum of duties indit- 
penſible.; , and. declared, that men were wholly ac- -: 
countable for the diſcharge of them, apd that accor- :-? 
ding to their fulhlment,' or neglea, of them they *: 
would be judged and rewarded, Yet even Þe fap- | 
ped the nal of his whole ſyſtem, by under- 4% | 
mining moral obligation, and removing guilt from :-: 
lin. From ſeveral ſucceeding writers appeared, in a ©. 
degree, and at times, diſpoſed to follow ; but even ::; 
they, with moſt others, fell ſpeedily into mere Infidel- 
ity: i,e, They believed neither Natural nor Reveal: =. 
ed Religion, . Of courſe, they left themſelves with- *: 
out law, obligation, or duty. The ſyſtem now he- :: 
came a ſyſtem'of mere 6bjeQtion. According to it, 2: 
Chriſſianicy was falſe, and nothing elſe wastrue * i.e. ** 


they ſubſtituted nothing, as a rule of duty, inits place. -' _ 

ele: In" t 
_ 
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In the mean time, they in a degree, and their follow- 
ers ina greater degree, ns prov aſſertion, and 
argument, juſtified thein peo aſhon and ap- 
petite, and exhibited them as the troe, the chief, and 
SYFALNE only, good of man, ... From this, which may 
be called the Anima ſyſtem of Morals, the next gra- 
dation was the dottrine of the Pyrrhboniſts and New 

Lcademics, uſually termed Scepticiſm. This was 
the favourite doftrine of Mr. Hume, | and is exhi- 
brted by him as the ſummit of' haman attainments. 
Nor did the contradiftion, which attends the very 
reception of this doftrine, at all ſtartle his ſagacious 
HT. ſhocked as it was by the bare idea of a miracle. 
From this ſtep but one advancement remained, viz. 
downright Atheiſm, This is now the mot general, 
and the moſt approved, Infidel Philoſophy. * De- 
im,” lays a modern, Infidel writer, * is but the firſt 
ſtep of Reaſon out of Superſtition'( i.e. out of Re- 


reed Religion.) No perſon remains a Deiſt, but 
i rrgugh want of Refleftion, timidity, paſſion, or ob- 
itinacy. Tine, ; experience, and, an impartial ex- 
nination, of , our. ideas, will undeceive us,” (i.e. 
a. Atheilts. , * The Supreme, Being” lays 
Avacharhs 
Eublig 1 


n) 1n bo official Report of that Committee, « the 
ternal Being 


- - 


c 


uncreatable ; and the only Providence is the 
n_ of mankind 'in freedom and e l 


the wooden horſe within your walls! What you 
adore by day will be your deftruftion at night. A 
people 


69 
people of Theilts will neceffarily' become Revela, *: 
cioniſts.” Thus the great body of Lord Herbert's fol: |=: 
lowers eſpoule and maintain'doQtrines, which he de. ::* 
clared to be T1 3g of being received by any man, 

I. | . 4 "oy , 
who deſerved the name of a rational being. 


mn 
By 
BvrT. all theſe things cannot be true:!! If Natural #, 
Religion be truth, then Scepticiſm cangot be truth; * 
the Animal ſyſtem cannot be truth; mere Infidelity \ '' 
cannot be truth ; Atheiſm cannot” be 'truth.. The  ; | 
very face of this/Philoſophy ts, therefore, ſaſpicious, 
The features are not parts of the ſame countenance, 
and, when ſeen together, preſent even; to the glan- © 
cing £ye, inſtead of beauty and Toyelinels, an incon- * 

gruous ant forbidding deformity. b: 


1 
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confined to the accord, already given. Each of theſe .X 

forms furniſhes many diverſities and changes. Athe- =: 
if itſelf is exhibited under many appe rances. Asa *: 
total denial of God, it is now the atomic, or Epicare- 6 
in f/yſtem| of things brought together "by an etertial < 
tonatus, or, endeavour, towards Wxetiton, caſually 
afting at a particular unknown period,” It is the £: 
eternal cxiſtence of the world in its. preſent form, !* 
and an eternal ſucceſſion of human generations, * It; 
Is a ly ſtem of chemical and mechanical" bperations of 
matter 6n\ ſuch an eternal world, which'by a happy #: - 


and myſterious energy, at fome lucky moment, gave ;#: 
birth to thought and volition, which, by a concur-/?. 
rence of circumſtances equally Tucky, bave ſince ;£ 
continued themſelves. It is the volcatic ſyſtem, by +: 
which, fans were emitted from 2 diſtant unknown &; 
maſs, the matrix of the Univerſe; worlds from ſans, *,: 
and continents and their furniture'from, worlds.” 2 $41 
partial Atheiſm, it is Scepticiſm.”” TIt'is/an admiſſion: 
of the being of G4, and a denial of his Attribates. &: 
It is an admiffion of his being, and a denial off his: 


\ 
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7 
Providence. It 1s a demial of a future ſtate to Man, 
It is an acknowledgement of the world, or of fire, 
or, of all the elements, or of an unknown Anima 
mund1, or ſoul of the Univerſe, as God. Ina word, 
it 1s any thing,'and every thing, rather than, an ac- 
knowledgement of the ' One, Infinite, and All-per- 
felt JeHovan, $ bo 


Is all theſe, and in all, other, ſyſtems of Infidel 
Philoſophy, the: difficulties and. embarraſſments to 
faith are leſſened neither in. number, nor in degree. 
On. the contrary, they are multiplied, and enhanced, 
heyond calculation. The uſtal courſe of the con- 
roveely has been. this,  Infidels haye uniformly at- 
tacked, and Chriſtians mexely defended; Infidels 
have found difficulties, and Chriſtians have employ- 

themſelves merely, or chiefly, in removing them. 
Hear Infidels bave oY felt, and written, as if 
the difficulties lay ſolely on the Chriſtian ſide of the 
debate. Had Chril uns, with more worldly wiſdom, 
carried their .arms into the fortreſſes. of their; anta- 
goniſts, they would long fince, and very eaſily, haye 

roved them. to. be every where weak and untenable, 
Ne ſheds only,:and pens, of occaſional marauders, 


Ly - 
: 


1x embracing fuck a Philoſophy what fatisfaQtion 
can be found, what reſting place for the mind? To 
Philoſophers it has plainly furniſhed none ; for they 


: 


have retreated, and wandered, from one reſidence to a- 
nother ; and have thus proved, that theyhave diſcoy- 
ered no. place, where they could permanently and 
comfortably abide, You will feel even more unſer- 
tled. You feel tHfat you are rational and immortal, 
that your intereſts are therefore immenſe and fnel- 
timable, and that an effettua] proviſion for them de- 
mands, and will repay,every.care, and every exertion. 
To a mind, thus circumſtanced, uncertainty is corro- 
dipg and intolerable ; and from a ſyſtem thus fluc- 

4 ta bp _ tuating 


exraring nothing but uncertainty can be gained, or | ry 
hoped, Wretched muſt be the condition of that | : 
mind, which, labouring with intenſe” anxiety to dif. 7 
cover a peaceful reſt for an unſatisfied conſcience, |: 
and a final home at the cloſe of a weary PIGS 
finds within the horizon of its view nothing but a |: 
ſtruture built of clouds, variable in its form; and. 
ſhadowy in its ſubſtance, gay indeed with'a thouſand 5 
brilliant colours, and romantic with all the fantaſti« 
cal diverſities of thape, but bleak, deſolate, and inca- 
pable of being inhabited. 


| 
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It. Tutis Philoſophy preſents no efficacious means 
of reſtraining Vice," or promoting Virtue ; but” on 
the contrary encourages Vice and diſcourages Virtue. 
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1 nave already conſidered this fabjeR at ſome 
length, as the Philoſophers themſe]ves and their dif-| = 
ciples were concerned, As every perfon may not FE 
transfer the argument from them to himſelf, 'or to." 
others, it may be uſeful to ſee this application madey:: yi 
and with a degree of panicularity. ' 


2% 


ALL Virtue is ſummed up in Picty to God Tubs 
rice, truth, and kindneſs to our fellow:men, aid thy.? 
government, of our own paſſions and appetites, come: 
monly called ſelf-government, or ſelf-denial. Mlk- 
Vice is compriſed in the diſpoſitions and condutt, .* 
oppolite to thefe. The only poſſible encouragement; 
to Virtue are either the pleafure which Virtue gives: 
or the rewards which it promiſes. The only re«?. 
ſtraints upon Vice are the pain which it producesyt.s 


or the puniſhment with which it is threatened. 


4 
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Txar Piety ts not encouraged'by this Philoſophy. 
will ſcarcely need to be proved. A great propor? 
tion of Infidel Philoſophers deny the exiſtence of 
_ God, and thus expunge not only the obligation, 
the pollibility, of being pious, 
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xs 1 Ms. HoBzzs ſays that all Religion'is ridiculous, 
.. Mr, BiouxT objetts to prayer as a duty. 
; Lord POT TERY.LY alſerts. that Salvation is a ri- 
Jiculons thing. 

Docror Tix, DAL, that. every Man muſt form 

rules of duty for; himſelf, and that theſe mult vary 
as circumſtances vary. . . 

.-Mr., Cxvuzp, that all Religions are alike, and that 
it is of no conſequence, what Religioita man embra- 
ces; and he allows not the leaſt room to belicyc, 

That dependence on God's. Providence, trult in 
him, and reſignation to him, are any parts of duty, 
or, Religion. _ 

Mr. Hozzs affetts, that that, which is-not matter, 
1s nothing. 

Mr. BrovunT Ing that there are two inde- 
pendent and: eternal 'Beings; on& good, the other 

evil. 

Mr. Hunms, that. there is no... rcaſon to. believe 
that the Pniverle proceeded from a Cauſe; 

+ That it is, unreaſonable to believe, God infinitely 
wiſe and good; | 
That what we believe to be a perfettion i in God 
po Fe. a defeQ. 

d BoiitNGBROKE, that God is polleſled of no 
moral Attribute diſcoverable by us; 

That God did not determine the exiſtence of par- 
ticular,men.; and; / 

That God . concerns not. himſelf with the affairs 

f men; 90 if he ,does, .he only. regards colleQiye 
ies of men, and not individuals. 


Hens. we ſee. it; direaty taught, that if there be.a 
God, matter is the only God; that there 1s no evi- 
deter: that the Univerſe proceeded from a Cauſe ; 
and that-it is unreafonable to believe it; that God 
' has no diſcoverable moral perfeRtion ; that what we 
_ call moral perfeQions, ſuch as holincls, truth, juſtice, 
and goodneſs, may be mere. defetts; that God con- 
cerns 


communities ; that he does not even determine thei: - 
exiſtence ;'and of courſe as we came into exiſtengp-. 
without him, we have nothing to do with him. We. 
are alſo taught, that Salvation is ridiculous, the#: 
prayer is a fault, or fin, that dependence, truſt, an's* 
reſignation, are go parts of Religion, and that ag: 
Religions are alike. Of courſe we are taught, thx: 
there is' rationally no ſuch thing as piety ; no ſug; 
thing as a God, the obje@ of piety ; or if there i577 
that there is no evidence to prove his exiſtence7; 
and, if this be given up, that he is not a moral beingz: 
neither juſt, fincere, good, or holy ; of courſe thiy: 
be is deſtitute of all amiableneſs, all defert of lovez: 
or veneration. To cloſe the ſcheme, we are inform: 
ed that all religions are alike, equally eftimable, equal: 
ly rational, equally uſeful : that the Religion of Car: 
thage, and of all other Heathen countries, which deF+ 
manded and ſanQtioned the butchery of human het: 
 atombs ; the Religion of Egypt, which proftrated mi; 
lions of reaſonable beings before a calf, a cat, a crots; 
odile, a duck, a frog, a rat, a leek, or an onion; thx: 
Religion of Babylon, of Paphos, and'of Hindoſtang; 
which proſtituted annually, as an aft of ſolemn publix: 
worſhip, virgins and matrons innumerable to the caſys: 
al luſt of every traveller, or to the ſtated brutifm of: 
herd of leachers, felefted for the pollution ; that th#: 
worſhip of an adulterer, a trumpet, a butcher, or: : 

; 


thief; 1s the ſame with the pure and ſpiritual wot-3 
ſhip of the Infinite and Eternal Jehovah, the onty* 
Great, the only Wiſe, the only Good, and with tht: 
Religion, which prompts to love him with all, 


: ; * ” 
:, © 
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heart and ſoul, and ſtrength, and unde 
to love our neighbour as ourſelves. * 


T1z manner, in which Infidel Philoſophy bas rr7; 
garded truth, juſtice, and kindneſs to our fellow men 
will be cafily thewn from their own declarations ale 

K | , 


74 
__ Mr; Hoaazs aflerts, that, a Ruler is not bound. 

any obligation of truth, or juſtice, to his ſubjetts, 
A SLE do no Wnt. Y © 

That a man, believing Chriſtin his heart, may law- 
fully deny bim before the magiſtrate; | , 

That every Man has a right to all things, and 
may laavfully get them by, force if he can. 

Lord SHarTtSBURY, that the hope of rewards,. , 
and the fear of puniſhments,-1s nox1ous to virtue, 
and takes away. all motives to it (Of courſe, ſo far as 
civil government operates on-man, it is noxious to 
virtue, and takes away all motives to it.. Yet Mr., 
-Hobbes makes obedience.to Government, through 
fear, the only virtuc, or right conduQ.) 

. Mr. Huxz ſupports. the laWfulneſs of ſuicide on 
this, as one principal ground, that it cannot, be. op- 
poſed to the will of God, becauſe it takes place. Of 
courle, whatever takes place is+ conformable to the 
will of God. . Falſhood, therefore, . injuſtice, mur- 
der, revenge, tyranny, fraud, and every other'crime, 
are conformable to, the will of God, for they. all 
take place. | | | 
. Lord BoLixnezroxt teaches,,that Ambition, the 
Luſt of Power, Avarice, and: Senſuality, may all be 

lawfully gratified, if they can be ſafely gratified. 

.. VoLTairE requeſts D*'Alembert to tell in his be- 
balf a dire& falſhood. 


D'ALzMBERT informs Voltaire, that he _ has. told; 
this falſhood, Ss | 


.- In theſe opinions, truth, juſtice, and kindneſs, to- 
our fellow men, are plainly. deſtroyed, the obligation 
to them wholly removed, and every | violation of 
them juſtified. - If a man may. utter falſhood, where 
Religion, Of a friend, is concerned, he may lawfully 
utter it on every occaſion, and to every perſon, 1f 
all have a right toall things, none can do any wrong. 
If that which takes place, is. right becauſe it takes 
place, wrong cannot take place, If ambition, the 
/ luſt 
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faſt of power, avarice, and ſenſuality, may be lay; 
Tully gatified, when they can be ſafely gratified, 4} 
crimes againſt our fellow men may- be lawfully P. 
petrated, becaule all, which are called crimes'of this 
nature, are merely gratifications of one or-vther oF 
* theſc Pons, 


: "T 4 ' 
| 


Let vs now exanine the manner, in which th ws 
Philoſophers have conſidered felt- gov\ ernment, s 


Lord HerBERrT declares, that men are not haſtfs 
ly, or on ſmall grounds, :to be condeyined, who: itt 
by bodily conſtitution; and * 

That the indulgenee of luſt and angke 1s RO - MOFS; 
to be blamed, than the' thixſt occaſioned: byahtt 
droply, orthe-flcepineſs-produced by. the-Lethargity 

'Mr.'Hoznts, that dam may lawfully get all things: 
if he' can. | E 

:/Dottor "TrxDALy thivd every man muſt form fi p 
himſelf his:rule of moral 'candutt, and change it: #+ 
his circumſtances change. F Nl: 

Mr. Humws, that Female infidelity, when knowy 
is a \mill- thing, when unknown, nothing; tle 

"That Adultery muſt be prattiſed, if we would ol} 
tain al the advantages of life ; | 

That pride and felf valuation are virtues; gl | 

Thar ſelf-denial and humility are not 'virtues, b 

aſeleſs and miſchievous; that they harden thei heart: 
ſtupeſy the, underſtanding, and ſour the-temper. 

'Lord/BorikcBroOk =: teaches that the ſole fou 
dation-of modeſty, 35a vain defire of ſhewing ou! 
ſelves vv riour to mere animals, 7 

That Adultery, Inceſt, Polygamy, and lewdneF: 
of every kind'and degree; except inceſt between thr: 
neareſt relations, are warranted by the'Law; or Ri ; 
ligion, which he confiders as the OR Religiaps 4 | 
Law, of mankind. &c. &c, 

} 


"Tiitzss and the: preceding declaiations: clear y. - 
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phers clearly prove, that they are; whol 


76 
and direQly authorize the full indulgence of 'every 


paſſion and appetite, and annihilate the exiſtence of 
crime, and the poſhbility of virtue. Yet all theſe are 
folemnly- taught as rules of life, and as parts of the 
will of the Infinite God. | 


BvurT this is not all. They have eventually taught 

the ſame things, in affertions leſs direQ, ad yet by 

irreGſtible implication ſupporting the ſame condutt. 
ThedoQrine, that a Man 1s an animal, or that he is a 
machine, is & complete {ſubverſion of morality. No 
man ever believed an ox, a mill, or a coach wheel, 
to be a moral being, The ſame effeQts- are produ- 
ced by the light and indifferent manner, in which 
moral ſubjefts are regarded in many doftrines of 
theſe Philoſophers : as, when civil law | is made the 
ſole foundation of right and wrong, the magiſtrate 
the ſole judge of religious truth, and the ſole ſource 
of 1eligious obligation, as by Hobbes and Shaftſbu- 
ry ;and-when health, taper'legs, and broad ſhoulders 


_ are declared to be virtues by Hume. 


IN theſe and other Emilar dechraions Philoſo- 


ly indifferent 
to vice and virtue, fin and holineſs, and to all their 
amazing effetts, This indifference ey hold out in 
a thouſand forms, and with reſpe to thegreat body 
of moral principles. No ſentiment is\more infinu- 
ating/than-this, None more mfe ,| or ſurely, 
{teals upon the heart ; none more thoroughly de- 
praves the-charafter; none more certainly condufts 
to milery and ruin, 1 
Taz ſame wretched conſequence is fatally deri- 
ved from the ridicule, which they caſt | upon. every 
thing religious, virtuous, or ſerious. ht 


UNSATISPIED, however, with all theſe efforts, 
#nd convinced, that a future ſlate of man muſt, if it 
| exiſt, 


| 
' 


| 


exiſt, be a ſtate of reward to virtue, and, of puniſh- h] 
ment/ to ſin; that, if there be a God, he muſt be** 
preſent to ſee every fin,/and every virtue, and diſ-+* 
poſed to reward the one, and peach the other; and+-: 
that, of courſe, there muſt be a judgment, and a rey: 
compenſe ; they have applied themſelves, with an in}: 
duſtry worthy of a beuter cauſe, to overthrowthe be: 
lief, and terminate the exiſtence, of theſe truths, 


| Tavs Mr. Hobbes declares, that Gay which! is not; : 
matter, is nothing. 


the fear of puniſhment, cannot conſiſt wi ith Wn p! q | 
Mr. Coins, thatihe Soul is material and mortal,”: 
Mr. Cx an, that the arguments for the immortal. 
ity of the ,Squl are , wholly IT 4/1 and thats 
it is probably material ; avd Ks. 
That men will not be judged for their piety, ors þ 
ingratitude, to God ; nor for their in juſtice, or un-2* 
kindneſs, to each > ry: but only for injuries tE> 
the public ; and 
That even this 1s uncertain, and uſcleſs; [20 
- Mr. Hum, that the Soul of man is a machine: 
and that it, is unreaſonable to believe an Intellige : 
cauſe of all things. &c. l: 
Lord Boiix6BrOXKEt, that God does not CONce 
himſelf with the affairs of men at all; or | if he doesg: 
he regards only colleaive bodies of men; y. 
_- 


nu; 


rn; 


\EP0ge he punaibes nonebut through tbe metgiugeny 
- That the Soul | is material and mortal. [ES 
And the National Convention of F mt (4 
_ 'That death is an eternal fleep. | RW 
/Tavs, by Infidel Philoſophy is every hope tak x 
away from: Virtues-and every fear f FR 
ever —— This has| "deck f 
the {um of /all the oles of this Phile ſophy. The: 
belief and the hope. wadfa future rewards, and _— v4 
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andthe dreadoffuture puniſhments, are the ſubſtance 
ofall which they callſuperſtiton, To remove thele 
from men, and of pecially the latter, they have 'ſtudi- 
92 and laboured moſt Ay for apes. 


Snvvis they Ghirded to: the extent of "their 
wiſhes, what muſt be the! eonſequences ? Men will 
be left'with all the inſtruftions-:concerning 'the law- 
ſulneſs of vice, which have been recited, and innu- 
merable others'of the ſame nature, given by theſe, 
and the whole train of Philoſophers; with, all the 
proofs of the inſignificance and aid rhonder, 10 of 
virtue; with the general licenſe to plunder, to de- 
fraud, to deceive, and to'pollute ; and withno other 
reſtraint but » civil lawy- or private, honour : Law, 
which cannot know one, ina ——___— of the'crimes, 
which 'mencommit -': Honour, / which even in a 
Chriſtian ſtate of ſociety, fuſtained by many virtuous 
men, and-ftrengthened by prevailing moral opinions 
auſpicious” to/ virtue and alarming to vice,'will-not 
either reftrain,' or regard, one*crime in a thouſand : 
Honour, which, in the ftate of Society thus accom- 
pliſhed, amidſt rulers, Philoſophers, and other men 
. of influence, thoroughly initiated 'in theſe doarines, 
and amidſt the- nniverſal "dtpravity of ' communi- 
ties, would know no diſtintivr between virtue and 
convenience, - between crimes and \diſagreeables. 
How ſoon would law-and te ow chilly that au- 


 thority and energy which are now chiefly ſuſtained. 
appeals:to the preſence, the: will, and the agency, 
of a Ruler all preſent, all powerful, and unchangea- 
bly and infinitely oppoſed to every in neg ? "How 
ſoon would man, ceaſing 'to reverenc & his (God, 
ceale to regard his neighboue?: How| ſoon would 
every ;{every matural, tie be diffolyed,”every 
motive-to Juſtice, truth, »and'benevolence;' be loſt, 
and- every, "a to ».confine © paſſion and” ap- 
petite within any bounds/ be forg gotten ?./Virtue and 
"Vineghs: objetts. of 'human'- deems: m_— any 
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and the {trumpet ; and the purity, the happineſs, and? jt 
the, hopes, of , mankind, would be buried. under a 


8 


16 : 


promiſcuous and univerial-concubinage.' ts 


| . | 4 . " k frog.) © 
Wzxzs Philoſophy leſs exceptionable in its doc- ; 
trines, and Jeſs fayourably inclined to. vice, - till, in| 
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its attempts to reftrain-vice, and, encourage virtues”: 
it-would be totally weak and inefficacious. Every'3: 
Individual Philoſopher utters many errors-with the: 
ſame breath and in the ſame diſcourſe, in which be'#: 
utters alſo ſome truths. Every individual contra-/%3 
ditts, ridicules, and calumniates, every other indi- £4 
vidual ; and every fſe&: every. other, ſea. Thus 5: 
rruth and falſhood.come from the ſame mouth. with'>.- 
equal gravity and force ; and the contrary ſyſtems of; 7: 


the. combatants, are on the one hand, derived from 
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ſources equally reſpettable, and, on the |other, are'; 
equally the obje&ts of ob!oquy and derifion, mutu- 
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nat at all by moſt men; often ſo. weak and futile, as: 
to,produce no cffett, beſide contempt. and ridicule ;'s; 
often ſo, oppoſed by contrary arguments, asto be'*,;; 
left without force, or influence ; . and always ſo un-/\* 
intereſting as.to be neither read, nor regarded, by the'#: 
body of mankind, , This ſupport their -< 
feftually dekroys ; for no man will believe, 


& 


80 
Philoſophy, which when heartily embraced does not. 
render its author better, but leaves him worſe, than 


multitudes of thoſe, who are without it, can be ei- 
ther ufeful or true. Ce 


Txx'fingle phraſe---Thus ſaith the Lord,--comes 
home to every ſerious man, with a force infinitely 
greater than that of all which Philoſophers have ever 
faid, or will ever ſay. The Teacher, here, can neither 
be deceived, nor deceive. His authority to enjoin, his 
knowledge to difcern, his difpoſtion' and his power 
to reward -obedience is immutable|and boundleſs, 
Here ſomething is preſented to the mind, of ſufficient 
importance to arreft its attention, to roule its hopes, 
and to command its efforts. To diſobedience the 
fame attributes prefent a combination of-motives, 
efficacious to alarm, and to deter., In the full view 
of thele attributes, fin is perpetrated only with a 
trembling hand, and an aching heart. 

Bvur in ſpite of all the efforts, which Philoſophy 
can make to diſfuade men from vice, the fingle W 
man concluſion will ever be, © Let us eat and drink, 
for to-morrow we die.” - Some of the ancients, at 
times, made efforts of this nature ; |but they were 
ficklyin their origin, and momentary in their ope- 
rations ; without energy, and without effet; an 
amuſement to the fancy, but not a melioration of 
the heart. The modern Philoſophy, unintereſted 
In the ſubjeR, or diſcouraged by the attempts of its 
predeceflors, has joined in the general cry, and de- 
termined to- encourage and ſanQtion this limited pur- 
ſuit of good. Its doftrines, its arguments, its ex- 
amples, bave licenſed and defended guilty pleaſure, 
pleafure confined to the preſent life, the pleaſure of 
finners;the pleaſure of animals. Before ns peſtilen- 
tial breath, as man before the Simoom of Nubia, 
truth, virtue, and happineſs, have fickened, fal- 
len, andedied; while vice, like the fabled Vees of 
h | | AV 2» 


diffuſed its branches, ſhot up its infarit_ ſtems, 8 
corrupted and deſtroyed, around it, \whatever ng 
the MDFGIPR or the promiſe of life, | Bu 


[ava, has "in the ſame rank nope vigorouZy. 


Isr1DELt Philoſophy bas not hitherto bez 
able to ſupport itſelf, nor to make any ſerious 'itt;+ 
preſſion on the evidence , of the Divine Origin Af 
Scriptures, l EN 


Tu x great proofs of the divine origin of the Sr) | 
tures have not, I apprehend, been at all ſeriouſly # 
feted by the attacks of Infidels. The Neceflity *# 
ARE the, Hiſtory of the Scripturgs, and the nt= 
ceſſity of admitting the, Revelation of Scripture 
ariſing from the admiſſion of the Scriptural Hiſtory= 
The Arguments from, Pro hecy Y 3 from Miracl, $4 
from the Charatter of Chriſt; from; the. OriginatiGs 
of the New-Teftament; by uneducat | 
the, Charafter and; Condutt of the. 
the ereftion and-/progreſs of Chriſtiar : 
Authenticity and Genuineneſs the, Scriptur, oF 
from their pure, harmonious, and Cab; e Charafleks: 
and, from the preſent ſtate of, the Jews z: have av. 


:d men; row 
\poltles; frog 
y.; from, t!S> 


inſtance been lolidly anſwered. ..; ... bs 

Th: 

Tuzzs is not, fo far, 25 { bave been bes = 
anſwer.of any. Infidel to.2a, capital, 7 nent. in, Tup! 


ſo greatiaps- 


oh 7 


port, of, Revelation, which, has gai 
plauſe, or received,.for.the:time 
fident relianc eq from., blofophers, 
celebraied Ela y on Miracles. In 


and COh-; 


dams > Camp ifs 
We = 


a great meaſure withdrawn. 1 have b 
| of 
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$2 
thar Mr. Hame himſelf conſidered DoRter Camp» 
bell's Anfwer to him as concluſive” againſt hin, If 
this moſt ingenious performance of the ableſt Infi- 
del, by far the ableſt, who has' hitherto appeared, has 


been fo impotent to its purpoſe, the ſufficiency of 
<be reſt way be eaſily determined. ; 


+ 


'Tatxt is, alfo, another argument, dra From the 
comparative charatter of Chriſtians, and Infidels, 
which may be alleged with a force, incapable of be- 
ing obviated,” The" weight of Virtue has been whol.- 
Loh the' fide” of Chriſttanity:” AN moral -trpth 18 

oy do its influence oh mankind!) Nothing 
Ub Wo P erly© or more” forcibly contraſted; 
of the doArines of the! Scriptures, 

f ey 'of Irfidet' Philoſophy : and nothing 
can mee ox op ly iNuftrare this ' contraf. than' the 
oppo hriſtians and Tofidels. Phe! life 

Do, —+.4 feat all Infidelity out of counte- 
Fanice, ©” THe: ef 'Chriſhans' in" general;”everi/as 
repreferned tty of their 'olt refpectable"ene. 

mics, "haye no parallelsin''the'ahnals of Infidelity. 
From the jnfancy'of the Chriſtian chureh' to the'pre- 
ent'time, in all periods fome,"ant in moſt periods 
many, Chriſtians have fs haratter.” Th 
.., our own land, evEY? neighbourhopd, may be 


po: erdies De Phkek a ed e human! name with 
ave at any titre _ 

fled; fperiour kind; t5' which 
ey -pt M1. | So evident 
| f Boos 3 ; els, in this 
= that to ay+- 1 A'man is at Infi- 

tet is underſtood, of courfe; Urn ration; - 
he is a plainly immoral man. * "Oh"'t ntrary, to 
—_ A man A true or real Chri ian”. lg 
1 as a declaration, "that he is a man 
| thedly' virtuous. [This phraſeology has'its 
origin in the experience, and common-ſenſe, of mani- 
kind, and may be fairly aſſumed as complete"em4- 
dare of the ſentiment alleged. ' | HAT 


| 


' Herbert and Tindal declared to be foevident, that: 


Tu ar this Bhiloſophy is unable to|ſupport itſelf; 
is evident from its progreſs, Philoſophers, as ba 
been remarked, have, from the. beginning, chang 

rines, whi 


continually the Infidel fyſtem. The de 


fa = »'* 0 
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(0d, could not make them mare evident, were whoE:; 
ly given. up, as untenable, by Hume ; and the Scepe* 
ucum of Hume ſuſtained no higher charaQter'in the-; 
mind of D*'Alembert. Mere Infidelity gave up Nas: 
tural Religion, and Atheiſm mere Inf lelity. Athe'r: 
iſm is the ſyſtem, at preſent in vogue; What wi 
ſucceed it cannot be foreſeen. One conlolatio 
however, attends the ſubje& ; and'that\is-*-No"othe 
{yſtem, can be ſo groundleſs, ſo deſpicable,* or (6-6 
eampletely ,ruinous to the morals and happinefs oE:* 
tnankind. þ | WE 
T4xz condud of Philoſophers in oppoſing their<; 
antagoniſts, and in ſupparting themſelves, has beeys:: 
alike, and has alike .evinced the weakneſs of their<: 
cauſe, in, both reſpefts. Each effort has had, as was: 
to be expetted, its day of applauſe andadoption, and=; 
has then given up its, place, and importance, to a>” 
ſucceeding effort, Succeeding Pinloſophers, inftead*=, 
of relying on the arguments, or ſyſtems, of their'pre-:* 
deceſlors, have laboriouſly deviſed new/ones. Each-:: 
relies apparently, and perhaps hrmly, upon his own: 
but is of courſe forſaken by thoſe, who come after*: 
him. The weight, which they have had, for a time: 
has been erat caſual ; the weight of novelty, fa-:-* 
ſhion, and currency, and the reſult of Pgenuiry, ag cr 
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TeQtitude of what had been done ores they would 
have felt themſelves bound to exert themſelves in its 
defence. Natural Religion, or Theiſm, would now 
have been the great reliance of Tnfidels, and all their 
arguments would have been direQted| to its ſupport. 
The. Atheiſts feel, at the preſent time, a triumphant 
confidence in the permanency of their ſyſtem ; the 
Theilts, a few years ſince, felt equally ſatisfied of the 
continuance of theirs. This confidence in both was 
equally well founded, There is now all the proba- 
bility, that thoſe, who are to come, will deſert Athe- 
1ſm, which there was alittle while ſince, that the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem would deſert Theiſm, Yet now the 
French Committee of Public Inſtruftion declare, 
that a people of Theiſts will neceſſarily become Re- 


Txt inſfolence and ridicule, exhibited univerſally 
by Infidel Writers, is, at leaſt to my view, a ſtrong 
indication of the conſciouſneſs of the weakneſs of 
their cauſe, and of the inſufficiency| of their argu- 
,, ments, Men who feel their cauſe to be good, and 
I their means of wOoPrt 20 be ſtrong, ufually diſcover 
moderation and decency in the, management. A 
ſtrong man is uſually mild, and civil; a weak one, 
to conceal his weakneſs, is often petulant and bluſ- 
tering, Were Infidels ſatisfied of the goodneſs of 
their cauſe, and the ſoundneſs of their arguments, 
they would not, it is preſumed, ſo often reſort to ri- 
dicule inſtead of reaſoning, nor intrench themſelves 
behind inſolence and contempt, inftead of fats and 
evidence. In any other caſe, this conduQ would be 
deemed a proof of weakneſs in. the cauſe, and © 
doubt in its advocates, 


As the great arguments in ſupport of Chriſtianity 
remain in full force, it .is rationally concluded, that 
they will ever {o remain. _ Infidel Philoſophers, in 
great numbers, of the utmoſt enmity to the NNE 

| cauſe, 


8 
Rely 
cauſe, of eminent induſtry, and of as conſiderable inc 
genuity as will probably be found hereafter, haveal-7 
ready exhauſted their ſtrength in their attacks on'X 
Revelation, As they have hitherto fajiled'of ſucceſs; 
it is fairly POT that they will finally fail: ASE ; 
moſt all the topics of oppolition have been'tho.- So: 
roughly explored, and the moſt effeQtual uſe made” : 
of them, which is pratticable. Hence they wilhpro! * 
bably gain little additional ftrength onthe fide of arc: 
gument, More influence, and more! Converts, they.*: o 
may not improbably gain. The preſent time is ſup#:: 
poled to be marked in Prophecy, as ah eminent ſea<s: 
ſon of delufion ; and the defufion has not; hithertog;/ 
reached the bounds preditted. But togain theſe 1 is; b 
a'very different thing frem "acquiring _—_— 
ſtrength from reaſon and evidence. || WERE 
[FE 


To a ſerious and candid man the ha, above vets} 


cited, muſt appear of high importance. "He cannoj*: 
but he, that Chriſtianity has been attacked by anus? 
merous hoſt of enemies, ardent, induſtrious, and int; 
genious, through a long period, with/|unremitted ef! 
forts, and on every ſide. ' No meaſure has been left; 
untried, no means of fuccels unexp plored, and n#:« 
kind of hoſtility ſerupled. Its RY h has therefor 
been proved. Such a man will feel 'of courſe, that: 
Chriſtianity muſt reſiſt ſucceſsfully + very future all? 


fault, and that it will be early enough to doubt of it: 
firmneſs, when its pillars ſhall begin to be ſhaken” 
and its' foundation to be undermine! i by: 


- 4; Pitt tosoray will not, and” C| hriſtianity wil. 
increaſe your comfort, and leffen y == diſtreſſes here, 


and fave you from miſery, and confer on'you nappe 
nels, hereaſter, | Vo 


| 


Fabia the obſervations already ade!" 
have clearly perceived, that Phildfophy"fu 
you with no direftory to regulate your moral 


e011 
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duQt, no ſcheme of the duties of |life. As pure 
Theiſm, or Natural Religion, is deadhes not a duty, 
which-is not unſpeakably better taught by the Scrip- 
tures; While it 1s wholly ignorant of very many, 
which, when taught, are {een to be of the higheſt im- 

ce. It knows riot, 1t cannot car what ſer- 
vice, what worſhip, 1s acceptable to (50d, or whether 
any can, be accepted. It ſees all men to be ſinners, 
and yet knows not, that finners can be forgiven, or 
reinſtated in the character and condition of faithful 
ſubjeQs of the government of God. If this be pol- 
ſible, it knows not how, when, or where. Of fſanc- 
tions to enforce, and motives to cncourage obedi- 
ence, it [is deftitute and beggared. To the peace, 
which ſprings from the conſcious performance of du- 
ty it isa ſtranger; and in the joy, which flows 
from hopeful acceptance with God, it ſhares not, 
even as 'a gueſt. Under theſe diſadvantages, you 
will-not wonder, that it lingers and Janguiſhes in 
its courſe, and halts at a diſtance fram the gate of 
VIILUE, : "x 


As mere Infidelity, it teaches nothing but to con- 
teſt- all principles, and, to adopt none. , As Scepti- 
ciſmy-it is-an ocean. of doubt and agitation, in which 
there are no ſoundings, and. to which [there is no 
fhore. |, As Animaliſm*and Atheiſm G completes the 


ravage andruin of man, which, in its preceding forms, 
it had ſo fuccelsfully begun. It now holds out the 
rank Circean draught, and ſends thedeluded wretch- 
es, who are allured to taſte, to briſtle and wallow 
with the ſwine, to play tricks; with 'the monkey, to 
rage and. rend with the tiger, and to putrify inte 
nothing with the herd of kindred brutes, 
/ 


CunISTIANITY, with an influence infinitely more 
benevolent, enhances the value of your preſent life 
veyond.the ſearch of calculation, It informs you, 
hat you are the intclligent and moral creatures of 

tne 


the All. perfect J=rov an, who:made, who preſerves, | - 
who rules'the' Univerſe, whois preſent/in all-places, 
who bcholds all things; who is eternal and immu- 
table-; infinitely benevolent, / infinite} beneficent;. £ 
the faithful 'friend 'of the / virtuous ; (the unchanging |:: 
enemy of ſin;/therewarder, and the reward, of all. 86 
returning finners, who diligently ſeek him, In this 
eharatter it preſents to-you a dire, clear, and per- 
ſet ſyſtem of rules for all your moral condu@; rules 
of thinking, ſpeaking, and atting; rules, reaching, 
every poſhible. caſe, and removing -eyery rational 
doubt, \Here is no \uncertaintyg”no waveringy::no F 
ing on the billows'of anxiety, no plunging into the 
gulph of delpair. ' Your path»is'a ſtraight and beat- | 
en way, and;'' were you way faring me | 
you moo notery therein. 


| 
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As you paſs' through the "yarious 
aurney,)you are furniſhed with aids an 
rin tocheck your delays, torrecall/! 
ings, to cheer fatigue, 10 refreſh:your Ja pi! 
fem your diftculties,/ to renew your: ſtrengths: and* $08} 
prolong ) your perſeverance'tothe end. Super, 
at any time, through ignorance;- inattentiony/or al 
lurement; \dan ly diverge: from ye courſe, a5: 
ſweet and charming Voice behind-you cries © /Fh1s5: 
is the ways walk ye cede. | 461 


FR 
WR Af Foes 


I the ſoblime: Os of moral a fabjecuet the 

 All-ruling God, you are called tora1l of obedience: 
and virtue, / Sinners, indeed; you are': andias ſuchs; 
in the eye of Natural Ruligioh are condemned an 
loſt ; but in' the Scriptures you are taughtzithat 
delightful of all truths, that you may: riſe again to 
herats, and the bleſling, of thoſe, who have neves; 
fallen ; and may 'thus riſe-upon 'confditions, which: | 
if puided by wiſdom, you would -yourſelves hays: 
choſen, as the moſt eaſy, the moſt eaſonaſiley br. 
moſt deſirable; of all conditions ; pm YM 
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83 
which are « diſtingluiſacd! blefiings in themlelves, ant 
the beginning of bleſſings, which will multiply -fore- 
ver,” A ſcheme-of duty is propoſed to you, and re- 
quired of you ;  buteyerypart of it 4s at once uſeful 
anddelightful.-*From' the petformance of itwill daily 
and infallibly ſpring'the peace of an approving wind, 
the dignity of conſcious virtue, the ; retreat of gloo- 
my. apprehenſion, and the dawn of oo wry the 
day- ts endleſs life, 
"M3 1 
Suov tp you bereafter have families, your com- 
munication'of the principles, and your prattice of the 
@uries; of Chriſtianity wil beyond all things clſe, 1n- 
ſure to' you domeſtic peace and proſperity, Your 
houſholds will affutne the fame dignified- charatter, 
and ſhare in the ſame requiſite enjoyments. All 
will love, eſteem, and befriend, and be loved, eſ- 
reemed, - and befriended: ': Your | intereſts, deſigns, 
-andpurſaits, will be noble atidvirtuous, the parents 
of concord/and happineſs; 'Þo theties of patural af- 
feQtiow will befuperadded the, benevplence, and the 
brotherly love, of the Goſpel.; and thefe will animate, 
refine/and exalt every aftection, and. cyery purpoſe, 
will bring daily conſolation and-enduring joy, and 
-will nuns the ra Gemianre of future beati- 


rude.” 


Taz Frievds, who viſit you, will eſteem andlove 
you, for they will find im your: charatter ſomething 
to'be'eſteemed and loved. They wilt alſo be friends, 

-of the-beſt charaQter, willmolt cordially return your 

'kind offices, and will moſt richly merit and laſting. 
Tetdin' your! confidence. ' They will | be friends 

ere, and friends forever, f"1 ba 

| 


'To abs Neigbboutbadde around you you will be, 
6% will bereſteemed, benefaQors and bleflings. The 


»poorg.ahe Hick, the (outcaſt; the friendleſ, a and the 


*<ifcynbolate; will ſpecially, Ot, 17" a 
1 api their 


| Geir patrons, Enemies you will 6nd; for the p 
formance, of your duty will, oppoſe luſt, and-reſte 
£pkruprnnys but they will be ſuch. enemies, as, with 
out, a total change of their charaQer, a good: 23 
would not wiſh to be his friends; Eve ery vicious mn £1 
will feel his in iority 10. you with painz and Wo 
rience deep mortification in knowing; that he can by! 
look you mn the face with. a compoled countenancFy 
and ſteady eye, Compare your friends with yo 
enemies, and. IM wall and, nothing Yi be Fegretct f 
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Nor will ye ou be leſs uſeful to your| .Country;: 

_  flonal Freedom cannot be preſerved without the. 

of Chriſtjanity. 'Not a proof is found in (hd expeſy 
ence, not a probability i is preſented to/the judgme 
of man, that Infidelity can ſupport a free, and. at 

{ame time an clhicient, government, || Inithjs-cou1 

: try, the freeſt, and the happieſt, which the ap 
hitherto ſeen, the whote ſyſtem of polj {% 

has conHUgds, and "as bag onthe 1 oy Ga 5 
\ Lo Ws Good ſubjeQas have been formed be9 > 
by formin "8 899d men.; and none-but. good. Kubijeſ? ; 

£an long 5 baba by periluahon, |'Theitearningz 

PERce,. mild Intercourſe, and, a happy”: E 

% EY a, enjoyed hers, all own 4he awe origi 

Would yau Pers theſe bleſGbngs duging your owg# 

6. ives, My u hand them down to-poſtetity,u5* 
creaſing ear of thoſe who are yot Chriſtians 
and-all th boſe who are, with, ons voice tell:you {+ dh 
brace C map.” Ht OBOE »f Ive o Us! 4. Bs 
T. Tr Om b o*) ke K 

"Tn 1s by, no means. my. intention, or my-wiſh, 
ter yp Gran yith- hopes of unmingled| happineſs: © Wh 
is id de © ve, This, world has ever been apt 
ny Soars. Wan Deng ſqrrow;dilcabs 
ol conſtant; tenants, of thisuphappyd " 

E 1 Nha 3 


t inmates of every;human dwelling. - 
erer to ſuſtain ,and! to. vanquiſh,; 
. cg y viſtors, Fas ——_— the, 
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_ the patience, and the fortitude of virtue, the con- 


he 


{ci ſnefs'of forg ven fin, 
and"the ſuppo els h 


nh © Infinite.complacency, 
endleſs and evergrowing 
fanQity, De Ginels, GE glory. Tn'every throbbing 
boſom ſhe ſings © This light affliai ign, which js but 
for a cho gy is not worthy to be c mpared w ith the 


glory; that/ſhall be revedled' hereafter”. | The ſong 
Is the w_ of Angels; ; tlie voice 1s Mc voice of God. 


ALL theſe Mevialictolith, at a ekþ fwept away 
by the beſom of Philoſophy. Like a rude, unſcel- 
ing nurſe; ſhe approaches the bed of pain"and fick- 
neſs,'and tells the groaning ſufferer, that he is indeed 
miſerable; and'that he may quietly refolve to bear his 
>for they are” irretnediable. and hopeleſs. 
To the'deſpairing viftims of want, infamy, and op- 
prefiony ſhe extends' her hand, empty of comfort, 
and paſſes by on the othep fide. The Parent, over- 
whelmed'by woe for the loſs of his only, fon, ſhe cool. 
Iy informs; that his tears and his fahs are uſeleſs, for 
his favourite has ceafed from the light of the living, 
and''vaniſhed forever. 'Fo (the failing-eye of the 
poor, 'deſponding, and'expiring wretch ſhe holds out 
ber dark: lantern, and as'the:only conſolation which 
har can __— ſhews bin the ſallen. re ſon of annihi- 

ined 10-/ receive and 4-5. im m n eternal 
and a htivious night, * hy 


| ww S106! 
1 


":F0bpwhh the'reft of tnen, mii rites ale" Pov. 


| erty may betide, ſhame may arreſt, pain may ago- 


nize, ſorrow may ſink, diſeaſe may waſte, and death 
will -befal;you. In alÞ theſe evils you will ſcek for 


con ſupport, and hope. F rom. n Phlolopby 
you will-find none. ' Ow that folemy thy, whi ! 
faſt hing,” whey ou will te excng 'bpoR 
the bed- of death, when thephy fician'has” n yoo 


adic: _ your friends Non wacchifig Fob} parting 
gaſp, your-ſouls will eling'td exiſtence, will pant for 
rev, and will ſearch-the"Univeric "fork glimmering 
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of hope. Shoutd Pitolophy have bgen your 
companion, and the arm on, which you have i 
reſted, you will then know what it is to have ren 
ced Religion, to look back on a life of ſin with 
ny, and forward to a world of ſuſpehſe with 
Chriſtianity, ſighing her Jaſt farewell, and os 
her parting tear, will retire .in filence awd ſorry J F 
and will mourn with deep compaſſion, that, 6, rn 
and dreadful as was your loty-you wogld not ſuf exther 
to allay your miſery, and with the lamp of- hope Ns pht 

3 you through your melancholy path int the Wa i of | | 
 FSSE future being. | = 


= 
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Religion, on the contrary, feels, and prove: it TE--. 
gard for the ſorrows of man, inlinitgly more itefger, 
ſoothing, and ſupporting. | Like the fabled poy b 26 

inchantment, ſhe changes the thorny c_ 
bed of down, cloſes with a touch the wounc the 
/*%, ſoul, and conyerts a wildernels of woe inta thi +Þor- 

Wi ders of Paradiſe, Whenever you are ans j toYrink 
at | | the cup of bitterneſs, Mercy, at her! call, will; ft d by 
L fo | _ | your ſide; and mingle ſweetneſs with the d Irgng ht; 
iſ while with a voice of mildneſs and conſolati Yo, | ſhe 
will whiſper to you, that the potion, though us plea. 
” fant, is neceſſary and balſamic ; that you haye? Beal. 
es to be removed, and morbid principles (o/c ex- 
| terminated ; and that the unpalatable adminiffation | 
will afſuredly eſtabliſh in you health immortalg7 The 
| ſame ſweetener of life will accompany you £36. the 
| end, and, ſeating herſelf by your, dying | Def, > will 

Fr draw afide the curtains of eternity, will bid |# qu life 
th your cloſing eyes on the end of forrow,, bs .and ® | 
care, and in the opened gates of peace an eplory ® | 

will point to you, in full view, the friends of t: X riſt, - 

waiting to hail your arrival. | 3, 
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Trxar Chriftianity gives all ae W; $, and 
gives them certainly ; that it produces no It 2 and 
great gain, in the preſent world ; {that it make! ; noth- 


- + Toy. - 


ing worſe, andevery thing better; is clearly evident 
from the nature of the” Chriſtiam ſyſtem. The doc- 
trines, precepts, and promiſes, contain and ſecure all 
this, and much more, At the fame time, every 
Chriſtian is a witneſs to this truth. ' Every Chriſtian 
has, by experience, known-the pleaſures of fin, and, 
by the fame experience alſo, has known the plea- 
ſures'of religion. To whatever degree, therefore, 
his experience hes extended, he is a complete judge 
of both. Many, very many Chriſtians have alfo ful- 
ly enjoyed the higheſt pleaſures of ſcience and inte]- 
leR, and are of courſe unexceptionable judges of 
theſe pleaſures. But no Chriſhan was ever Bund, 
who for a moment admitted, that any pleaſures were 
to he compared with thoſe of religion ; not one, who 
would not fay, that for the Joſs of religion worlds 


_would be a poor compenfation. Tn every other caſe 


this evidence would be acknowledged as complete. 
Nor it balanced, or leſſened, by any contrary evi- 


- dence.” *Infidels have never taſted the pleaſures of 


religion, and, 'in the decifon-of this queſtion, are, 
therefore, without a voice. 


W1Tr theſe bleſſings in view, you will, 1 truſt 
without a figh, leave to the Infidel his peculiar grati- 
fications, In every innocent enjoyment you can 


partake at leaſt as largely as he. You will not, 
© therefore, repine, that you cannot ſhine, at a horſe- 


race, bet at a cockpit, win at a gaming-table, riot at 
the board of intemperanee, drink deep at the mid- 
night” debauch, or ſteal to infamous enjoyments at 
the brothel. FED | 


But the moſt important confideration' 1s yet to be 


Ttuggeſted; a conſideration infinitely awful and glori- 


ous. . There may be an Hereafter, There may be 
a future Judgment, a future Retribution. | The 
courſe of Sin, begun here, may continue forever. 
The feed of virtue, ſown in the preſent world, - 
raile 


— 
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Sin, T 


Wrar the natural eye thus ſees with dim and 
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: 
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bable viſion, Chriſtianity, poſſeſſed of ſuperiour 3. 
tics,  diſcerns, and promiſes, with clear, proph+ it 
certainty. Endleſs death and endleſs life are w?! ik 
ten in full and glowing charaQters in the book, ſeaf.i} 


4. 
I 


to unenlightened. and unaſſiſted man with ſev Þ 
ſeals. That book/a hand infinite and; ſupreme. u * 
rolls to every humble, penitent, believing mind, a” 
diſcloſes to the enraptured view the page of etern? 
on which" things divine and immortal are pe 4 
with fun-beams. A reſidence finiſhed with infzn 
workmanſhip, employments pure and raviſhing 
charaRter completely dignified and loyely, comp 
ions the firſt and beſt in the univerſe, a ſyſtem 
Providence, compoſed wholly of good, refining 
cending, and brightening forever, and a God is 
known, and enjoyed, in all his combined perfeQi; + 
are there drawn 1n colours of light and life. +; 
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In the ſame volume is diſcloſed! by the. {ae 
hand the immenſe woe, deſtined to & the :pat- - 
petration of iniquity, voluntary blindneſs, and kn 
movable impenitence. Allured and charmed by 
preme endearments, on the one hand, the minds; 
on the other, equally awakened and alarmed. Gey 
and evil pathng conception, paſling limits, are oler- 
g ed to the choice ; and by that choice alone the gey 
may be ſecured, and evil avoided, forever. © 


W rT1 reſpeft to theſe amazing things, Philoſopa 
knows nothing, threatens nothing, promiſes nol by 
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34 
To Philolophy the inviſible world is an-unknown 
vaſt, over which, like the raven ſent out of the ark, 
the wanders with a wearied wing, ſeeking reſt, and 
finding none. To her exploring eye, the univerſe 
1s one immenſe, unfathomable ocean. | Above, a- 
round, beneath, all is doubt, anxiety, and deſpair. 
Her accounts are, like her-views, uncertain and con- 
3eQtural only, the foundations of no aſſent, no ſatil- 
tattion. If you adhere to them, you cannot loſe, 
and you may infinitely gain.. An infinite difference 
- of poſſible good and evil, therefore, demands. your 

adoption of Chriſtianity, I need not place the ſub- 
zeQt on higher an:ay/ To 'every thinking man 


- — there is, here, a motive infinite to embrace Chriſti- 


anuy, and rejeft Infidel Philoſophy. 


If there is a God (and that there is, is more cer- 
tain, and evident, than that there is any being beſide 
one's ſelf) he is doubtleſs perſeR in holineſs, as well 
as in power and knowledge. With holy or virtuous 
- creatures he mult of courſe be pleaſed ; becauſe ho- 
linefs is obedience to his will, and becauſe it is a re- 
ſemblance to his charafter. As he muſt be pleaſed 
with his own charafter, ſo he muſt be pleaſed with 
_ his creatures, whenever they poſſeſs a charafter fimi- 
lar to his own. That he fhould not be pleaſed 10- 
have his will obeyed is impoſſible. The very ſuppo- 
fition, that the Ruler has a will, involves in it necel- 
farily, that he muſt be pleaſed to be obeyed. All 
the dotrines of Revelation, all. the precepts, are 
ſummed up in this memorable ſentence, + Be ye ho- 
ly, as I the Lord your God am holy.” To accom- 
pliſh holineſs, or virtue, in man. is the ſingle end of 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem. | Chriſtianity therefore teaches, 
enjoins, and with. infinite motives purſues, what rca- 
fon dittates as the higheſt wiſdom of ian, But, in 
all this, Infidel Philoſophy has no part, mor lot, nor 
memorial, j 
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Tavs, in every. view, the ſtate 
of the Chriſtian are full of comfort, 


tue, | henry and _ Philoſopby, on » he 
trary, adds to him, here, no enjoyment, and robs Hi 
of the chief ſupport of ſuffering ; and, beyont# 
grave, plunders him of heaven, and; ws hit: 


annihilation and deſpair,* | ' 

- Sine theſe diſcourſes were ſent to the nt I have "Yi Cork 
lately publiſhed in Great Britain, and vy ok i the Wieſe 
ten by ]. Robiſon, Profeſſor of Natural Phil nxerſi- 
ty of Edinburgh, ul ancetry of the ire i 
and entituled A Conſpiracy againſt all t lens 
ons in Europe. In this work the reader tay fee the « 


fidel Phyoſo ophy ſet in the ſtrongeſt light roſlible. 
plan formed, , andto mn alermin peer "executed; ita 
Chriſtianity, Natural Religion, on lief of a God, of the ws Si 
ity of the Soul, and Moral © obligation ; for rooting out of * WE 
civil and domeſtic government, the right of p narri: 

tural affeRion, c , and decency ; and in | 
whatever is virtuous, refined or deſirable, and troduc ap=:: 
verſal favageneſs and brutiſm, All this is to be done He 
pretence of Philanthropy, and of giving mankind# 
and equality. By this maſk is carefully tx ie 
which is no leſs than to reduce the whole human race anderF'c 


plete ſybju of bog. to theſe Philoſophers ; a ſobjogation þ of : 
well as of 
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